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Abstract

as to Investigate the nexus between social capital and
dal capital tn conflict vesolution in Jimma Zone of the

The general objective of this study W
To this end, the study employed concurrent

conflict and examine the roles 0f s

Oromia National Regional State in Lthiopia. '
triangulation design of a mi ved methods approach. Roth qualitative and quantitative methods

were wved in the study. A questionnaire composed of closed and open ended questions, focus
group discussions, semi=structured interviews, observation and document analysis were the
.m.n‘n instruments used to collect data, The findings of the study indicated that religious conflicts
in Jimma area in recent times have been the resulls of changes in the politico-religious
Jandscape of the post 1091 Ethiopia and Islamic reform movements after the end of the Cold
War in different corners of the world including the Middle East and the Horn of Africa. While
the violence resulted in human casualties and damage 10 properties, communities witnessed
one of the lasting consequences of the violence through the damages on the social capital

makings of the communities in the area. The latter is mainly manifested through the erosion of
“Jarssummaa " and “Debo"”. However, cultural practices like Edir” and

friendship and gender relations have maintained their Status. Moreover,
security and neighborhood peace have stayed as they were before the
conflict. It was also a droplet of inter-religious social capital that survived the violence that led
to the birth of the most instrumental conflict resolution entity. The Religious Forum for
Peace. as an outcome of longtime [friendship among religious figures is an epitomization of
the survival of the inter-religious social capital in the study area. As such, the forum was
established in 2011 with the purpose of replenishing vital aspects of inter-religious social
capital and promoting inter-religious interactions. The “Religious Forum for Peace” established

by elders and religious leaders is making unreserved efforts in promoting cultural practices such as
“Edir" and other social activities that promote positive interactions between followers of Islam and
Christianity and thereby promoting peace in the study area. The study’s recommendations include;
the local government bodies, the religious leaders, and the elders in the community of the study area
need to be proactive in preventing conflicts through the promotion of social capital. Moreover, it
should be deemed invaluable that the government bodies at different echelons of the administrative
structure as well as the religious leaders and the elders in the study area need to work hand-in-hand
in promoting cultural practices through the strengthening of “The Religious Forum for Peace”.
Particularly, those actors should make use of and strengthen inter-religious cultural practices like
“Edir". “Jarssummaa’ and “Debo’. The up:

sides of the Forum in capitalizing on inter-religious
social capital have been duly noted. Particularly, its

successes in drawing different actors together
for its cause and in pooling resources from these actors are [0 be credited highly in building social
capital. However, the lessons drawn from

the forum to date need not be confined to the study area.
The advantages that the forum promises as an alternative mec

e hanism of conflict resolution can be
utilized at a national level. Since conflicts between communities in Ethiopia occur at various levels,
the use of a contextually tailored forum that capitalizes on local inter-

cultural practices like
other interactions like
personal safety, properly

religious social capital is an

alternative not only to the formal but also to the existing traditional mechanisms of conflict
the sustainability of a particular

resolution. Essentially, the method through which the forum ensures
conflict resolution exercise presents a curative opportunity to resolution practices in Ethiopia that
inadvertently fail to see themselves past their early years of existence.

Key Words: social capital, religion, conflict and conflict resolution
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Chapter One

1. Introduction
s the background of the study, the statement of the problem, conceptual

This chapter present
and theoretical framework of the study, objectives of the study, the research questions,

significance of the study, limitation and delimitation of the study, and the structure of the

study.
1.1. Background of the Study

In recent years the traditional constituents of capitals namely, natural, physical, and human

capitals have been conceptually broadened to include social capital (Colletta & Cullen, 2000).

This is a result of the realization that any country’s development trajectory depends on social
capital although other forms of capital remain crucial ingredients of economic growth
(Popova, 2009). Even though the concept of social capital varies depending on whether
the focus is on the type of the relations an actor maintains with other actors and/or the
structure of relations among actors within a collectivity, it refers to the networks (real-world
links between groups or individuals) together with shared norms (society’s unspoken and
largely unquestioned rules), values (such as respect for people’s safety and security) and
understandings that facilitate co-operation within or among groups (Adler & Kwon, 2002;

Keeley, 2007). In this definition, we can think of networks as real-world links between

groups or individuals, where these networks and understandings engender trust and so enable

people to work together (Keeley, 2007).

Countries with similar structures of natural, physical and human capitals can experience
different levels of economic performance depending on the social capital they possess
(Grootaert, 1998). Furthermore, different regions in a country can show different levels of

economic development due to differences in social capital. Putnam’s (1993) seminal work



ct that northern Italy is better developed compared to southern Italy

draws attention to the fa
s opposed to the

because the former has better endowment of horizontal social capital a

hierarchical form of societal relations in the south.

The historical process underlying the creation of the modern Ethiopian state has been marked
by power struggles and conflicting cleavages among diverse forces including the devastating

religious violent conflicts in the past. Most of the religious conflicts in the past were results

of the ideological commitments of leaders that considered religious unity instrumental in

of organized violence rooted in religious differences

entrenching their legitimacy. The origin
state-backed

is traceable to the coming of Christianity to Ethiopia in the 4th century when
e Jewish and

Orthodox Christianity pitted against traditional beliefs, and later on with th
Muslim communities (Tamrat, 1972). The Kushitic religious practices early Christianity had

confronted with included worships in the sky-god and various spirits inhabiting springs,

rivers, lakes, hills, trees and other objects (Tamrat, 1971). When the frontiers of Christianity
spread to south of the Ethiopian highlands, local opposition against the Christian church
which capitalized on the decline of the Aksumite power was intensified; and the strongest of

the resistance came from traditional religious leaders who wielded considerable social and
political powers before the coming of Christianity in the 4™ century (Tamrat, 1971). Tamrat
further contends that violent attacks against Christian figures were only militarily defeated
and that the confrontations were highly destructive particularly because the Christian monks,
protected by royal imperial court, insisted on building their churches on the sacred sanctions

of their rivals. Ultimately, however, the confrontations never halted the expansion of

Christianity nor did they put an end to animist beliefs which are widely practiced in Ethiopia

to date.
A different era of religious conflicts with devastating social and political consequences has

also been recorded between Ethiopian followers of Christianity and Judaism. The war waged



by Yodit (popularly known as Gudit), an adherent of Judaism, against the old Christian order

in the 10" century AD is a casc in point. In fact, this Christian-Judaism rivalry in Ethiopia
century when the Christian king

into the inaccessible mountains of Northern

s intensified their campaigns against

went down to the 14™

followers of Judaism driving them en mass

the only significant result being the withdrawal of the center of Judaic

Ethiopia with
olts against Christian domination continued

resistance further north (Tamrat, 1972). Judaic rev
and the incidences led Christian

until the 15" century when it was suppressed militarily;
dom (Tamrat,

o bring Judaic territories into the feudal order of the Christian king

kings to try t
Yishaq came up with a

1972). As such, as Tamrat noted, a Christian king known as King
decree that: “He who is baptized in the Christian religion, may inherit the land of his father;
otherwise let him be a Falashi.” Since then followers of Judaism who used to be known as the

House of Israel came to be called Falashoch (= exiles) (Tamrat, 1972).

Another notable inter-religious violent conflict in Ethiopian history is the 16" century
‘Ahmad Gragn’ war between the Christian kingdom and Muslim Sultanates. This historical

phenomenon left deep scar on Christian-Muslim interactions, and that is manifested in the

form of fear and mistrust among Christians (Elrich, 2010). The Church then emerged as

protector of the state and the monarchy. This identity lasted as a crucial component of the

Christian Amhara and Tigray ethnic groups (Karbo, 2013). This entails that religion and

ethnicity often overlap in Ethiopia (Markakis, 1974). For example, the majority of
highlanders in the north, notably the Amhara and the Tigray are Christian while the Oromo n

the south, Afar and Somali in the east represent the largest proportion of the Muslim

community.
There was also a notable history of Christian-Muslim violence in 19™ century in the previous
Wollo province of Ethiopia. Emperor Yohannes’s drive to regenerate society and his nation

building project led to claims for adherence to an exclusive and doctrinaire faith (Caulk



1972). Assimilation into a narrowly defined religious community of Tewahdo Christianity

ed by various disqualifications and ultimately by force (Caulk,

became an obligation, sanction
the only doctrine to which adherents of

1972). When the Emperor declared Christianity as
other sects were told to conform at the Boru Meda council of 1878, it showed his intention to
stringent policy of religion unlike his political leadership (Bahru, 2001). The Muslims

follow
with the consequences of not doing so

of Wollo in particular were ordered to be baptized

resulting in at least the confiscation of property and land (Bahru, 2001). The Emperor also

ordered those who refused to be converted to Christianity to “leave his country” and the
books they possessed were to be taken and burnt (Caulk, 1972). Rebellion ensued as a result
and went on for a couple of years until it was suppressed after a campaign characterized by

devastation (Bahru, 2001).

Despite long and politically driven Christian-Muslim rivalries in Ethiopia, there are minority
Muslim communities in the south and minority Christians in the east who dwell side-by-side

in harmony with followers other religions. The culture and identity of Islam was gradually
absorbed in the Ethiopian societal fabric as an active and integral part (Karbo, 2013). Despite

the mentioned historical accounts, Ethiopia is referred as a country with traditions of tolerant
religious interactions (Levine, 2007). This centuries old societal fabrics built between
competing ethno-religious groups has recently been challenged. It is particularly so both to
the indigenous Ethiopian Islam and Christianity. Both indigenous Islam and Christianity are
increasingly vulnerable to external pressures, notably from the Middle East and the West,
respectively. Elrich (2010) particularly sees the Islamic movement in Ethiopia as an
extension of global Islamic trends. Karbo (2013) associated this recent movement with the
surge of tension and violent conflict between various sects of Islam on the one hand, and

between Islam and State on the other hand, and between Islam and Christianity on yet another



level. Karbo further conjectured that this movement in Ethiopia would continue and become

the major source of instability in the future.
t it in context, there are growing divergent narratives by different religious groups on

To pu
s it can be gleaned from the sacred narratives

their claim of what Ethiopia is or ought to be a

d. For Orthodox Christians Ethiopia is the “chosen nation” based on the

that they put forwar
transferred from Israel in the 10" century B.C. reinforced by

claim that the divine Grace was
and many other divine relics.

a belief in the presence of the Ark of the Covenant in Ethiopia

For Muslims, it is “the land of the first Hijra”, a reference to the 7th century immigration of

the followers of the Prophet Mohammed when they were persecuted by the Mecca

establishment in the early days of Islam. There is also a growing localized tendency by

Protestant Christians that Ethiopia is a land of “reformation” (Dereje, 2013).

Before the onset of the 2006 conflict, the relations between Muslims and Christians in Jimma

have been amicable for long which were reflected in the joint social undertakings of the

communities including Iddir, Iqub, funerals and wedding ceremonies (Zelalem, 2010).
Members of both communities also have traditions of helping one another in various farming
activities which extend from plowing to harvesting. This practice is locally known as "debo"

A local conflict resolution practice known as "jarsummaa" used to be undertaken with joint
membership of elderly Muslim and Christian personalities who mediate conflicts. Moreover,
members of both communities used to have mutual celebrations of religious holidays. For
instance, in the annual Christian holiday of "buhe" in August, teenagers and youths from both
Christian and Muslim religions used to go around villages chanting songs of "hoya hoye" and

collecting gifts in the form of home-made, special bread and money. Even the participation of

Muslim youngsters was in some cases numerically superior to the Christian participants.



etween Muslims and Christians before the conflict was

Furthermore, the solidarity b
gifts decorated with Christian crossings

ual trust and fraternity that wedding

dependent on mut
Christians participated in

presented to the Muslims were common and welcome. Likewise,

of 1d al Fetir and Id al Adha. During the Ramadan fasting

Muslim holiday celebrations
religious observance (i.e., Sedoqa)

s who serve meals to others as part of a

period Muslim
cighboring Christians were also invited to

included Christians in the preparation of food. N

e the expressions of rich social capital in and

the feasts by Muslims. All in all, these wer

undation for positive relationships among different

around Jimma which have laid strong fo
mechanisms to resolve inter-religious

religious groups. Such social ties were also used as
social capital in and

such groups. However, despite such rich

conflicts when aroused across
odically, with the one

-religious conflicts never stopped emerging peri

around the zone, inter
s have been exerted to

that appeared in 2006 being a major one. After its emergence, effort
rum for Peace which

nal conflict resolution institution, i.e. the Religious Fo

establish a traditio
ave led to wider

is believed to have addressed several incidences that otherwise might h

conflicts in the areas.

explore the vitality of such grass roots level initiatives in conflict

Thus, this study tried to

resolution and assessed the extent to which such initiatives were useful to replenish the social

capital being eroded. The study therefore tried to examine the nexus between social capital

and its role in conflict resolution in Jimma zone where a notable religious conflict erupted n

the recent history of Ethiopia. It further made efforts to clarify how the different layers of the

community members’ multiple identity played out during the conflict. In so doing, the study

underlined the significance of understanding the local historical, cultural and political context

within which the inter-religious violent conflict was situated.



1.2. Statement of the Problem

Most conflict studies conducted in Ethiopia after 1991 centered their argument on resource-
based conflict narratives. These kinds of conflicts were evidenced by the conflicts between

the Karayu and Itu, and the Afar and the Arsi Oromos in eastern Ethiopia (Teklu, 2004); the
Guji and Gedeo in Southern Ethiopia (Asebe, 2007); Amhara and Oromo ethnic groups in

Wallaga (Tafesse, 2009); and the Gumuz and the settlers of the 1980s in Metekel Zone

(Wolde-Selassie, 2004). On the other hand, other studies underline their argument on identity
conflict after the change in the government structure in 1991, such as conflict between
Shekacho and Sheko-Meczenger-Manja in Sheka Zone (Wolde-Selassie, 2004), Borena

(Oromo) and Gerri Somali (Teshome, 2003), Anuak and Nuer in Gambella (Dereje, 2011)

and Oromo and Somalia in Babile Woreda (Ahmed, 2003; Mesfin, 2006).

Much of these recent voluminous conflict studies in Ethiopia that concentrated on analyzing

the immediate causes of the conflict suffer from oversimplification and echo the cause of
conflict either to thesis of resource-based or power struggle between ethnic groups. However,
historically marginalized groups, particularly Muslims and Protestant Christians, have made
effective use of the post-1991 political space to enhance their visibility in the public sphere
(Dereje, 2013). Also, political debates have been increasingly shaped by the steady growth of
inter-faith conflicts lately. While some consider the inter-faith relation particularly between
Muslims and Christians as both consensual and conflictual, the depiction has not always been

as consensual (Hussein, 2006). Dereje (2013) gave a detailed account of the recent Muslim-

Christian conflicts in different parts of Ethiopia including the one in Jimma zone.

However, there is a lack of adequate analysis on the social capital, post-conflict social capital
building and traditional conflict resolving mechanisms, which this study has tried to address.

Besides, this study briefly explains why it is after 1991 that the competition over resources



began taking an identity dimension quickly (such as religious and ethnic). In addition,
ts on the social fabric and the

identifying the fundamental causes of such conflicts, the impac
en social capital and conflict are also the concerns of this study. The

nature of interplay betwe
study gets at issues which require a deep exploration that goes beyond describing the

immediate causes of conflicts. Moreover, in part motivated by the theoretical and analytical
discussions on the roles of social capital in the socio-political and economic settings of
different countries, this study endeavored to analyze the makings and contributions of social

capital in Ethiopia as it relates to traditional conflict resolution mechanisms.

A related research was conducted by Zelalem (2010) on the inter-religious conflict in Jimma

that provides a comprehensive picture of the conflict. Specifically, Zelalem identified the

teachings of a new extremist Islamic sect known as the khawarij as the precursor to the
violence. The new teachings disrupted the largely peaceful relations between followers of
Islam and Christianity in the area before gradually leading to the violence. However, from a

macro-political perspective, Zelalem argues that the rapid political liberalization the country
has undergone after 1991 harbors the fundamental explanation for the causes of the conflict

He is of the opinion that in the pre-1991 environment people hardly needed tolerance as a
virtue for people had no interest in understanding the religious tenets of other people's faiths.

But the situation began changing after 1991 for mass participation in religious affairs

escalated even leading to controversies within the same religious denomination.

For Zelalem, the critical issue is that the religious freedom which unleashed mass
participation was never accompanied by a change in the older notion of "tolerance" which he

labels, borrowing Andreas’s terminology, as indifference and skepticism to values. Zelalem's
work is a magnificent explanation of the processes and causes leading up to the conflict

supported by a wide range of primary data. Zelalem mentions that the conflict resolution



conflict was protracted due to the unsettled enmity and

process in the two years after the
this study assessed the progresses made after the

prevailing insecurity at the time. Thus,
establishment of the Religious Forum for Peace in a longer time frame.

The focus of this investigation was on local violent religious conflicts that occurred in

September 2006 and in 2011 in villages outside the sou
ligious tensions in the country. Despite the variance in

thwestern city of Jimma. The incident

highlighted the possibility of rising re
supposedly the bonfire at the Ethiopian Orthodox Christian

accounts of the incident,
oring Muslims

ceremony of ‘Meskel’ in one community sparked a conflict with neighb

worshiping in the mosque (Smith, 2007). The conflict resulted in the loss of human lives and

destruction of property (burning houses and churches). Above all, the destruction would have

lasting psychological trauma for it divided religious groups and destroyed the very basis of
societal fabric of people who used to live side-by-side in harmony.

A prominent Muslim scholar, Hassen Taju (as cited in Dereje, 2013) documented that the
extremist ideology (Takfir) was taking its root in Benishangul, Jimma and eastern Oromia
even before the incident under study happened. Ostebo (2010) also asserted that the
Christian-Muslim conflict in Jimma is tied to the process of Islamic radicalization. However,
the foregoing studies dwelled on describing how new religious identity is constructed that
leads to violent conflict. Though this explanation could be a part of the answer, it leaves some
questions unattended. How did other factors, beside the radicalization of Islam, affect the
social capital that existed between the Muslim and Christian communities? Was there a
manipulation of social capital for group interest? And if yes, what were the forms of the
manipulation? This study, therefore, attempted to fill those gaps left unaddressed by assessing
post conflict aspect of the incident and underscoring the importance of traditional conflict

resolution mechanisms and their role in replenishing eroded social capital and exploring the

nexus between social capital and conflict.



1.3. Conceptual and Theoretical Framework

The lack of conceptual and methodological clarity of social capital inspired the likes of

Krishna and Shrader (1999) and Grootaert and Van Bastelaer (2001) to assess a number of

methodological approaches, empirical studies and develop analytical framework for
analyzing social capital that comprises of multiple perspectives and manifestations.

In order to understand the nexus between social capital and violent conflict it is desirable to
examine the relation between horizontal and vertical social capital aspects and the balance of

bonding and bridging social capital in society. Colletta and Cullen (2000) indicated the need
to understand the “relationship between social capital and the cohesiveness of a society”. As
pointed out by Berkman and Kawachi (2000) social capital forms a subset of social cohesion
concept. They further describe two features of social cohesion of society: (1) the absence of
hidden conflict in any form of polarization (e.g. religious) and income/wealth inequality, and

disparities in political participation; (2) the presence of network of social bonds gauged by

levels of trust and norms of reciprocity, the plethora of associations that bridge social
cleavages, and the presence of institutions of conflict management.

Social cohesion is, therefore, an important variable that comes between social capital and
violent conflict. The degree to which vertical (state responsiveness to its citizens) and
horizontal (cross-cutting ties and networks among different groups) social capital intersect
indicates the cohesiveness of a society. Stronger cohesive society has inclusive mechanisms
to manage conflict before it turns violent. The weaker the social cohesion, the weaker the
reinforcing channels of socialization and social controlling mechanisms become. Weak

societal cohesion increases the risk of social disorganization, fragmentation and exclusion,

potentially manifesting itself in violent conflict (Colletta & Cullen, 2000).
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o analyze the

The figure below portrays the analytical framework that is used in this study t
d traditional conflict resolution mechanism.

nexus among social capital, violent conflict an

The gradual erosion and evolution of bridging ties will give rise to a loose tie between
ties). Loose bridging ties

arized groups (such as between Christian and Muslim communi

pol
onding social capital to emerge between groups.

cultivate a fertile ground for a negative b

Such a strong bonding social capital built within groups can readily be perverted to
r individual and

ermine the cohesiveness of communities. It also fragments society fo

und
art to have a perception on

group gains, and at large individual members of groups will st
r than cooperators for resources, or

conflict, such as perceiving other groups as a threat rathe
s their mechanisms of self-defense.

social, or cultural, or religious values, and justifie
clusionary moves, which in turn loosen

Eventually, perception on conflict will result in ex
Itiple structural conditions are concurrently

bridging ties among groups. It is when mu
ccur; like the presence of weak institutional capacity to

happening that violent conflict can o

manage conflicts (both formal and informal types), weak civil society, historical and political

grievances, and manipulation of polarized identities (e.g. ethnic and religion).

In what follows, the scope of social capital at micro, meso and macro levels that will be used

in the study and the way the different layers of social capital interact are presented. The micro
level analysis will allow us to have an understanding on the status of social capital at
individual or household level such as social ties, networks, values and norms of reciprocity
and trustworthiness, which can have either positive or negative impacts on communities.
More importantly, this micro level social capital will enable us explore bridging and bonding
social capitals that exist across different groups (e.g. between Christians and Muslims). At the
meso level analysis, social capital includes vertical component of social interactions and
focuses on social structure. The most distinguishing feature of this analysis of social capital is

that it considers relations among groups rather than individuals. It emphasizes instrumental

11



values that determine the social networks and nature of interactions within and among groups

(Popova, 2009). The macro level analysis enables us see institutions that can mold the social

ich local associations and norms, such as traditional

and political environment under wh

sms can ripen and flourish. Therefore, these macro institutions can

(Franke, 2005).

conflict resolution mechani

cither enable or hinder social engagement, civil and political participation

(See Fig.1 below)

Figure 1: Analytical framework for analyzing nexus among social capital, violent conflict

and traditional conflict resolution

Evolution of "Perception of
‘Social Capitalg :  Conflict

(Source: Developed by the Investigator).
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1.4. Objectives of the Study

e scacral abjctive of the sty was (0 investigae the nexus between soci ikl e
general o »

es of social capital in conflict resolution in Jimma Zone, Oromia

conflict and examine the rol

National Regional State, Ethiopia.

The specific objectives of the study were:

| To describe examine the evolution of social capital overtime in the affected

communities in Jimma Zone;
2. To identify the underlying sources of violent religious conflicts in the study area.

3. To assess the nature of interplay between social capital and conflict in the Christian

and Muslim communities in Jimma zone;

4. To explore the perceptions of Jimma zone communities on the vitality of social

capital and the Religious Forum for Peace

1.5. Research Questions
The following are the main research questions that this study addressed:

1. How did the social capital that existed across the different ethnic and religious groups
evolve over time in Jimma zone where violent conflicts occurred?

2. What are the historical, political and cultural (including religious) contexts that
triggered the violent conflicts in Jimma zone?

3. What are the features of the interaction between social capital and conflict in the
Christian and Muslim communities in Jimma zone?

4. How do inhabitants of Jimma zone perceive the role of social capital in maintaining
harmony and the role of traditional institution-“Religious Forum for Peace’- in

helping to avert and resolve conflicts?
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1.6.  Significance of the Study
This study is expected to guide and create awareness among the administrative bodies at the
different echelons of the government structure, community elders, religious leaders and the
committee members of “the Religious Forum for Peace” in providing adequate knowledge on
social capital and its role in traditional conflict resolution. Moreover, this study examined
different concepts and theoretical approaches to social capital and its role in traditional
conflict resolution. In this regard, it is expected to provide policy makers with important
insights in their attempts to design mechanisms of preventing and resolving conflicts by
tapping the potentials of social capital. Furthermore, this study is expected to contribute to the
body of knowledge in the field of conflict studies by filling the void in the literature on social

capital and its role in traditional conflict resolution. It could also provide more provocative

thoughts and stimulate further interest among scholars for more research on peace and

development of a country.
1.7.  Limitations of the Study

It was the expectation of the investigator from the outset that throughout the study difficulties
might emerge owing to the sensitivity of the issue and the recentness of the conflict. It was
anticipated that getting subtle details on the conflict would be problematic as memories of the
violence remain fresh in peoples’ minds. The data gathering teams, therefore, made efforts to
spend more time in each community to build relations, trust, and acceptance with residents.
This helped data collecting teams to gain the confidence of respondents and engage them in

broad discussions to encompass details of the respondents' conflict experiences.

1.8.  Delimitations of the Study

The results of this study could have been more robust if it had included all zones and

administrative towns in Oromia Regional State. However, due to time and financial
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constraints, it was delimited to three areas in Jimma zone and one area which was previously
in Jimma zone, but latter included in Thi Ababora 7one. The research focused on these four
Woredas for they were the places where violence have been witnessed. Agaro town was

also

another focus area of the study as the Religious Forum for Peace was based in the town,

Moreover, this study did not endeavor to evaluate the nexus between social capital and

conflict resolution in general, but on the nexus between social capital and traditional conflict

resolution.

1.9. Structure of the Study

The dissertation is divided into five chapters. The first chapter consists of six parts: the
background of the study, the statement of the problem, objectives of the study, research

questions, limitations and delimitations of the study. The chapter addresses what is studied,

how the topic was identified and why it is studied. Chapter two consists of the literature

review which comprises the Summary and analysis of literature on social capital, conflict and
conflict resolution. The third chapter is composed of the research design and methodology
which focuses on research design and method, sources of data, samples and sampling

techniques, instruments of data collection, methods of data analysis, and ethical

considerations.

The fourth chapter deals with data analysis, presentation and interpretation. It presents a
detailed analysis on the nature, characteristics, causes and consequences of the inter-religious
conflicts; the changes the conflict brought to social capital and examines how the changes in
the area happened; the aspects of social capital that were broken due to the conflict, aspects
that survived the conflict and forms of social capital that emerged after the conflict; and the

roles social capital can play in resolving religious conflicts through the evaluation of the

activities of the Religious Forum for Peace. Finally, chapter five ends in presenting the
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summary of major findi '
ings, conchusion, recommendations, and implications based
on the

findings of the study.
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Chapter Two

2. Review of Related Literature

This chapter presents the theoretical basis of the meaning, types, forms and measurements of

social capital; the nature and causes of conflict; conflict in Ethiopia; and conflict resolution.

2.1.  Social Capital: Meaning, Types, Forms and Measurements
2.1.1. The Concept of Social capital
Loaded with diverse meanings, the term social capital remains an elusive concept in the
socio-political and economic literature, sometimes considered as an all-absorbing black hole
with less defined limits. Different attempts to define and explain the term ended-up in
reflecting complementary or even opposing ideas. Hence, outlining a conceptual as well as
empirical review will help us to understand the notion of social capital and the vital role it
plays in conflict affected societies. This chapter presents some of the theoretical literature and
empirical research that are relevant to social capital and its role in traditional conflict

resolution in Ethiopia.

Social capital is one of the trendiest phrases used ubiquitously in modern day. It provokes
considerable amount of controversy. Since the medieval age, the term capital has been used
to refer to all the moveable properties of a farm. But classical economists like Smith (1776)
and Ricardo (1817) view capital as one of the factors of production alongside others. Marxian
economists conceptualize capital as part of the surplus value captured by capitalists or the
bourgeoisie, who control the means of production. Neoclassical economists added further
factors of production and refined the connotation of capital. According to them, capital is
further divided in to financial capital, fixed capital (machinery and equipment), and working

capital (finished and semi-finished goods).

17



assical and neoclassical economists identified

Historical conceptualization of capital by cl
(financial, physical and natural capital)., More recently, other

three other forms of capital
human capital, cultural capital and social capital.

types of capital have been identified such as
However, these forms proliferate meanings and conjure provoking contests whether they

qualify as a real capital or not. Many authors questioned and even opposed especially the

appropriateness of the term "capital" in "social capital”.

Smith and Kulynych (2002) believed that the phrase “social capital” has a broad, pervasive
and honorific meaning and that the term blurs many distinctions which adversely affect the
scholarly inquiry, whatever its implicit or explicit normative concerns are. On the contrary,
Inkeles (2000) suggested that the term capital is too limiting and suggested rather the use of
the term social or communal resources because capital as an element of production of goods
and services not only necessitates goods but also social support, physical and social security,

freedom of expression, and opportunities to develop which is not covered by the term capital.

To resolve such types of arguments, different scholars identified various characteristics of
capital. Schmid (2000) stated that capital is not immediately used up in production but rather
its services extend over time. On the contrary, capital stock is subject to investment for future
production, depreciation, and decay from both use and non-use. Piazza-Georgi (2002) argues
that capital produces income and encompasses the non-consumable, but depreciating inputs

into the production process. Castle (2002) adds other characteristics of capital regarding

usefulness and durability.

Taking the criteria into consideration, it is clear from literature that social capital has both

similarities and dissimilarities with neo-capital theories and is certainly quite dissimilar from

classical theory of capital.

Social capital is similar to other forms of capital in that it can be invested with the
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expectation of future returns (Adler & Kwon, 1999), is app fopiable (Coleman, 155), 1S
convertible (Bourdieu, 1986), requires some investment of time and effort of money
(Grootaert, 2001; Grootaert & Van Bastelaer, 2002; Krishna & Uphoff, 2002) and needs to be

maintained (Gant et al., 2002).

Social capital is different from other forms of capital in that it resides in social relationships

whereas other forms of capital revolve around the individual (Robison et al, 2002).
Furthermore, social capital cannot be traded by individuals on an open market like other

forms of capital, but rather embedded within a group (Gant et al., 2002).

Hence, social capital is a unique form of capital yet not sufficiently dissimilar to warrant a
different term. Certainly it is the use of the term capital that makes the concept attractive to

such a wide range of people given the blending together of sociology and economics (Adam
& Roncevic, 2003).

2.1.2. Dimensions and Units of Analysis of Social Capital
Analysis of the concept of social capital includes the level or unit of observation as well as its
dimensions. Although the levels of analysis are not necessarily mutually exclusive, some
categorizations in this regard divide social capital into micro and macro levels while others
divide social capital into micro, meso and macro levels. The micro level is concerned with

the close ties to family and friends, the meso level consists of communities and associational

organizations and the macro level refers to analysis.

However, many scholarly works done on social capital focus on the meso level of analysis.
Halpern (2005) suggested some functional equivalence exists between the different levels.

That is to mean that declining social capital on one level can sometimes be compensated for

Increases on another level.
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2.1.2.1. The Micro-approach: Putnam’s Thesis

The micro-approach to social capital focuses on the value of collective action and on the

subjective factors that can motivate individuals to cooperate formally (by joining

associations) or informally in order to attain certain objectives (Franke, 2005). The most

important elements considered within this discourse are the behavior of the actors involved

and their perception of collective issues such as cultural beliefs and influences.

The micro level analysis of social capital usually emphasizes the horizontal association

between people, consisting of social networks and associated norms. This narrow view of

social capital is frequently associated with Putnam (1993) who defined social capital as the

connections among individuals and social networks and the norms of reciprocity and

trustworthiness that arise from them (Putnam, 1993). In this definition, three main

components are emphasized: trust, social norms and obligations as well as social networks

and associations. Putnam’s conceptualization grasps positive externalities of social capital in
terms of improved efficiency of society such as generalized reciprocity, social trust,
communication, and diminishing incentives for opportunism as a result of the facilitated
coordinated actions. Putnam originally envisaged only these positive externalities of social

capital but others have since recognized negative externalities of social capital.

2.1.2.2. The Meso Approach to Social Capital: Coleman’s Addition
Coleman (1988) expanded the unit of observation of social capital by introducing a vertical
component to the analysis of social capital which can be referred to as meso interpretation.
He was more interested in the development and application of conceptual tools for micro-
macro transition. To do this, he tried to synthesize sociological and economic perspectives in
an attempt to conceptualize social capital and identified different forms of capital (physical.

human and social) and the interplay among themselves. Coleman's aim is to import the
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| action for use in the analysis of social systems and to do so

cconomists’ principle of rationa

without discarding social organization in the process.

Coleman defined social capital by its function (enabling social action) as a variety of different

ch all consist of some aspect of social structure,
To avoid different interpretation of the concept

and facilitate certain actions of

entities whi

actors whether personal or corporate.
ents of social relations: obligations and

Coleman distinguished between three main compon

expectations, information channels, and norms and sanctions.

al as a collective

Furthermore, Coleman identified specific characteristics of social capit
ilitates distinct

resource. He noted that social capital can take variety of forms, as long as it fac
al capital

action (cultural ties, organizational linkages and civic culture). He stated that soct

needs some level of closure of a social structure (e.g. in effectively imposing Norms;
generating trust) and also it often derives from original organizations set up for a specific
purpose, which lasts beyond the original goal (e.g. neighborhood association; counter-
example: Solidarnosc). Coleman further stated that social capital is neither about singular

actors nor in physical goods and is part of the structure of relations between actors and among
actors including organizations.

The distinguishing feature of Coleman’s analysis of social capital is that first, he considered

relations among groups, rather than individuals. Coleman endorses rational choice idea of
social action, but rejects extreme individualistic views. Second, like Putnam, from the start,
he recognizes the fact that social capital is productive even for marginalized groups, since
vertical associations are characterized by hierarchical relationships and an unequal power

distributi i
ibution among members. Finally, Coleman sees the creation of social capital as an

involuntary process.

Similarly, another prominent scholar, Bourdieu (1986), was also working on social capital.
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d the vertical dimensions of social capital and linked social

Like Coleman, he also emphasize
size of network and the volume of past res

capital as the sum of the resources, actual or

ork of

ources accumulated and

capital with the

commanded by the agent. He defined social
dual or a group by virtue of possessing a durable netw

virtual, that accrue to an indivi
recognition (Bourdieu,

s institutionalized relationships of mutual acquaintance and

more or les
t actors engage in and maintain links in a

1986). Bourdieu stated that the main reason tha
network, in actuality or imagined manner, is to earn profit as a result of the network. He also

ed the fact that the actors’ potential for accruing social profit and control of capital
d the effect

emphasiz

are differentially distributed. Therefore, positions of actors are both the cause an

of all forms of past accumulations of capital, particularly social capital. Bourdieu's approach

is an important reminder that social capital can be exclusionary and might perpetuate social

inequality by providing differential entitlements to credit (Bourdieu, 1986). Therefore, he

concluded that social capital along with other forms of associated capitals, explain the

structure and dynamics of differentiated societies (Bourdieu & Wacquant, 1992).

2.1.2.3. The Macro Approach to Social Capital

In addition to the largely informal, and often local, horizontal and hierarchical relationships
the third paradigm, the macro level of analysis, embraces the social and political environment
that shapes social structure and enables norms to develop (Grootaert & van Bastelaer, 2001).
This understanding focuses on the institutional structures and, affairs such as the political
regime, the rule of law, the court system, and civil and political liberties. While Putnam's and
his colleagues’ conceptualization of social capital focuses on understanding of social capital
as an independent variable affecting outcome variables i.e., institutional performance, other
scholars suggested a more dynamic view of social capital rather than static perspective that
consid i

€rs one way cause and effect relationship. The macro perspective considers institutions
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institutions enhance shar
2.1.2.4. The Micro-Macro Transition: Holistic Assessment of Social
T Capital
ution among the micro, meso and

of complementarities and substit

There is a strong degree
e view and holistic assessment of these

evel institutions and a comprehenstV
ding of the dynamism of social ca

el of social capital

macro 1
pital and its

dimensions maximizes a good understan

relation with social outcomes. In this regard, Woolcock's (1998) mod
by presenting a comprehensive

facilitates analysis across the aforementioned levels
pital and describing their

framework that incorporates four dimensions of social ca

interrelations.
al links within the

According to his model, integration represents strong ties, or those primordi
ss intercommunity

family or a tightly knit community that are defensive. Linkages encompa
pectively stated as

and intergroup ties. The concept of organizational integrity and synergy res
n advantage of

effectiveness and ability to function and the states links communities. A
and their

Woolcock's model is that it integrates vertical and horizontal forms of social capital

relationships, thus facilitating analysis and the targeting of policy recommendations at the

macro, meso, and micro levels.

2.1.3. Types and Forms of Social Capital: Bonding, Bridging and
Linking Social Capital

A growing number of literatures discuss the various social, political and economic effects of
social capital. Social capital is mostly argued to be a positive force that helps boost social
trust, norms and values. Yet, it has also long been recognized that there are potential dark
sides to social capital (e.g. Bourdieu, 1985; Coleman, 1988; Levi, 1996). To account for these

within the context of micro level of analysis, Putnam identified two main components of the
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and bridging social capital, the creation of

onding social capital

concept of social capital, b
e linking social capital is treated as

itnam credits to Ross Gittell and Avis Vidal whil

which Pu
ation (Szretzer & Woolcock, 2004). The bonding

oriz

a recently added concept to the categ
ranovetter's (1973) strong and weak thesis.

n meaning to G

and bridging are similar i
or homogeneous

Bonding social capital is the initial system of strong in-group connections
multi-functional ties, strong but localized

groups of people characterized by having dense,
en found to stimulate a high level of solidarity

trust and norm of reciprocity. Such ties have be
ffectively mobilize resources around a common

within the group structure, which can e
identities, provision of emotional closeness, social

purpose, facilitates creation of shared
support and crisis aid (Gittell & Vidal, 1998; Putnam, 2001). Apart from its positive

externalities bonding social capital when it is taken to the extreme is also associated with

various downsides such as harm to individuals within the group and exclusion of outsiders

(Portes & Landolt, 1996; Portes, 1998).

Bridging social capital on the other hand, refers to horizontal connections between socially
heterogeneous groups but have broadly similar socio-economic status and power (Putnam,

2001; Woolcock, 2001; Grannoveter, 1986). Bridging ties are inclusive, cutting across

ethnicity, caste, race, culture and other social cleavages (Grant, 2001; Wakefield & Blake,

2005; Narayan and Pritchett, 1999). Bridging social capital is characterized by more

generalized trust and reciprocity (Putnam, 2001; Field, 2003). Unlike bonding, bridging
social capital is more associated with positive outcomes and low potential for negative
externalities because of the moderating influence of cross-cutting ties (Field, 2003; Putnam,
2001; Putnam, 2002).

Recently, linking social capital is added to the initially identified dimensions of social capital

(i.e. bonding and bridging) to account for two distinct interpretations of bridging social
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¢. The first interpretation focuses on socio-economic heterogeneity of

Rochon, 1998; Putnam, 2000; Stolle, 2001) while
(Paxton, 2002 &

capital in the literatur

ship within organizations (Stolle &

member:
interconnectedness between organizations

the second focuses more 0N

2007).

zer and Woolcock (2004) stated that linking social capital is norms of respect and

Szret
en people who are interacting across explicit, formal,

networks of trusting relationships betwe

or institutionalized power or authority gradients in society. Unlike bonding and bridging
social capital which basically stress horizontal relationships, linking social capital represents

the vertical dimension such as civil society organizations, government agencies,

representatives of the public and the private sector (Grant, 2001; Woolcock, 2001; Halpern,
2005).

In this context, linking social capital is considered a valuable asset for accessing key
resources such as capacity building, financial and technical support from formal institutions

(Narayan & Lant, 2000; Woolcock, 2001; Levitte, 2003; Grootaert et al., 2004)

The Ii i e ; .
he literature regarding linking social capital stresses the positive externalities but th
e
adequacy of the concept to address issues of power and conflict is contested. World Bank d
A ank an
oth
er proponents of the concept (e.g. Woolcock, 2001; Halpern, 2005), view linki
| ) A mking social
capital as essential asset for th i
e well-being and lon
g-term development of
poor and

marginalized groups.

Different combinati
mations of the three types of community-level social capital are though
produce a rang ' o
range of outcomes (Field, 2003; Woolcock, 2005) paralleling th
) g the argument made
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f the other (Halpern, 2005). Similar to Woolcock's

type of social capital at the expense 0

i ital 1 i er than static.
tualization of community-level social capital is dynamic rath
model, the conceptualiz

n i i i p' I y over time

changes (Halpern, 2005; Woolcock, 2005). However, in conflict analysis, this distinction is
highly influential for the reason that it highlights how social capital may not always be
beneficial for society as a whole even though it is always an asset for those individuals and
groups involved. Horizontal networks of individual citizens and groups that enhance
community productivity and cohesion are said to have positive social capital assets whereas
self-serving exclusive gangs and hierarchical patronage systems that operate at cross
purposes to societal interests can be thought of as negative social capital burdens on society
(Varshney, 2001). These webs of relationships, especially when they link people from
different backgrounds, are what hold a community together. The more bonding and bridging
horizontal social capital link with vertical social capital, the more likely it will be that a
society is cohesive and thus possesses the inclusive institutions necessary for managing
conflicts. But when a society’s social capital inheres mainly primary social groups
disconnected from one another, the more powerful groups attempt to dominate the other

creating situations of conflict.

The interesting point to note from the above review here is that social capital, as values and
rules of social Organization, is at the core of human creativity and collective action.
Understanding how networks and institutions are organized, the outcomes they pursue and
the consequences of such outcomes are fundamentally Important in understanding social

Capital I ! i
Ptal as used for collective action. Human beings typically undertake collective action to

g
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est networks of individuals are underpinned by rules.

the loos
anding of how conflict

implementing rules. Even
uch networks are put together enhances underst

Understanding how s
ored, sanctions levied and implemented and

management is exercised, rules made and monit
d. On the whole, through appropriate model design and

outcomes realized and evaluate
this study can produce findings which may have

reliable social capital indicators,
increase social capital.

implications for policy direction and interventions needed to

2.2. The Nature and Causes of Conflict

Conflicts are as old as human societies and appear to be a basic constituent of human life in
diverse activities. Historically, individuals, social groups and societies have disputed and
competed against one another over scarce resources such as land, money, as well as political
ower ' i inspi
p and ideology. Such observation has inspired early scholars (e.g. Machiavelli, Hobbes)
to shed some light on the i
general contours of conflict i iety: i i
ct in society: how conflict starts, varies,

and its i
effects on society. However, even today the term "conflict" means different things to
different people.

2.2.1. The Concept of Conflict
Conflict i un
could be classified and understood based on different criteria and thi
| s has created
difficulty i i '
ulty in formulating an operational and a working definition of th
) e concept. The
definition of confli n \Y
onflict moves back and forth between conflict being perceived
i as a negative or
as a positive nomenon ary
process. Some present conflict as a natural phenomen d/
F Oon and/or a ne
condition for the developm h u v N
opment and growth of individ als and societies while oth iew
destructive and C C , T
" - ; .
nomalous incident in social life (Colletta & ullen, 2
wide variety of views on the subj I e
subject from a wide iscipli
R i range of disciplines (e.g. psychology
mics and political science) further co li nceptualization h,
m
plicates the co ceptualization of the
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flict through death instincti as a product of unconscious

ytic theory explains con
rbert Spencer) saw conflict as

gists (€.8- Emile Durkheim and He

art of the way society evolves. Marxist and

psychoanal

drive for aggression. Sociolo
g i al

a function of social structure and an integral p

s a function of power relations, seeing class struggle

pectives regard conflict a

Gramscian pers
g. william Stanley Jevons), on the other hand, regard

the root causc. Economists (e
onal decision making process of an

individuals or society and might

as
individual seeking to

conflict as the result of rati

maximize his or her personal gain at the expense of other
e same.

even contest that conflict and competition are one and th

an agreeable definition of conflict is further complicated by the diversity of

Arriving at
cated a problem in

causes, parties involved and consequences of conflict. This has also cr

distinguishing between different types of conflict.

Regarding the parties involved, the term conflict is used to refer to disagreements ranging

from family level conflicts to those initiated by pressure groups and social movements (e.g.

environmentalists, feminists etc.) right up to conflicts that occur between sections of the same

community, between communities and higher levels of authority and between national
governments.
The consequences of conflict can also range from simple disputes, with positive outcomes
such i

ch as a football match (Powelson, 1972; Boulding, 1977) to spontaneous, poorly organized

turmoil to hi g .
ghly organized and very violent wars. Conflicts can also be nonviolent, but well

organi 1
ganized and focused on changing government policies (Rothgeb 1996)

While such issues di
s disable the efforts made in providing a single definition, Putnam and Poole



n two forms of conflict definition 1n

(1973) distinguishes betwee

p H C

is aligned to class struggle and

olent differing of opinion
eful conflicts as opposed to coercive or V

s and values. Similarly, Wallace (1993)

for a non-vi ‘
- iolent

i ac
distinguishes between non-coercive pe

contflict.

e the structure of conflict rather than providing a single

Some scholars prefer to describ
erstand something of the

definition. Johan Galtung (2000) suggested it is possible to und
nature and process of the conflict by understanding the relationship between the parts that

make up the structure of conflict it is possible to understand something of the nature and

process of the conflict. If one proceeds to dissect conflict, he states that, three principle

constituents would be found: the attitudes of the participants, the behavior of those

participants and the contradiction that influence the needs of the participants.

The attitudes of the participants include their perceptions and miss-conceptions of each other

and these attitudes are influenced by other factors such as fear and prejudice. The behavior of
the participants can include anything from co-operation and coercion through to threats,
violence and hostility. Contradiction is the incompatible (perceived or real is of no
importance) goals of conflict parties shaped by the structures that influence needs. There are
institutions that make up the fabric of society: the legal and political structures, the economy
and the market etc. In his logic, contradiction gives rise to attitudes and behaviors regardless

of the nature (which patterns it follows) of the conflict.

2.2.2. The Nature and Process of Conflict



P

ry relationships and context of conflicts (Fink, 1968; Mack &

strategy, dynamics, histo

Snyder, 1957).
nt typology of conflict based on different classification and

Lederach (2005) identified differe
tified resources, conflict, ethnic, religious,

sumed cause, they iden

y, Daniel Katz (1965) created a typology that

criteria. According to the as

al and boundary etc. Similarl

ct: economic, value, and power. Economic conflict

po]itical, cultur

guishes three main sources of confli

in scarce resources. Each party wants to get the most that

distin
involves competing motives to atta
d emotions of each party are directe

eologies. Power conflict occurs

it can, and the behavior an d toward maximizing its gain.

Value conflict involves incompatibility in ways of life and id
nt of influence that it exerts in the

when each party wishes to maintain or maximize the amou

relationship and the social setting.

In a slightly different manner, many scholars typically identified several types of conflicts

based on the causes of conflicts; these include resource conflicts (Collier, 2000 & 2003),

conflicts linked to superpower rivalry and its aftermath (Copson, 1991; Hampson 1996)
conflicts associated more broadly with governance failure (Zartman, 1995) and identity

conflicts driven by differences over issues of religion, ethnicity and space, among others
(Gurr, 2000).

Based on the mode of pursuing conflict, armed, organized, or spontaneous are the various
forms that are applicable; in accordance with the focus on the history, some conflicts are
protracted, intractable or deep rooted; based on nature of relations of society in conflict and
prescriptions of intervention: conflict prevention, conflict management, and conflict

resoluti i i
ion and conflict transformation are identified (Lederach, 2005)

Wright (1951) identi
entified _

ed three types of conflict based on the modalities of conflict: lat

ict: latent,

overt and covert i
conflict. Lat e= ¢
ent conflict is a state where conflict is both bl
possible and
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expected beca
i i TO

two is actually experienced 8 conflict generating and 1m0 P

ars where tWO agents are in overt conflict if they both

e other hand, 0c€¢
result take such action.

conflict, on th
inst the other and as 2

flictual action aga
other

experience grounds for con
two-party conflict which 18 concealed from an

ther agent,

Covert conflict can either be an actual
y or a case where conflictual action 18 taken by one agent against ano
xperience it as

interested part
e action were discovered, €

ut who would, if th

who is unaware of the action, b

conflict generating and take counter measures.

we can identify different types of conflict:

hich conflict is happening

Based on the level at w
d intergroup conflict, Mu

onflict; Interpersonal conflict, an lti-Party Conflict

Intrapersonal ¢
r, 1990; Cormick et al, 1996).

and International conflict (Gray, 1989; Fishe

Conflict is a dynamic process because the objectives of the parties involved, their approaches,
the intensity levels, the likely damage etc all change over time. In this sense much attention

or stages of conflict by different practitioners (e.g Lund,

is given to the life cycle of a conflict

the various efforts towards defining conflict cycles are not

1996; Lederach, 2005). Although

necessarily contradictory, they differ significantly in terms of their complexity. Thus, some

writers put forward a very simple model with three stages (Mertus & Helsing 2006) while
oth Y wi W v 9
ers add on features and work with models ith several more stages (Robinson 1978)
y ers include in their models the escalation and de-escalation phases thus bel bl
5 emg able

to present them )
as graphs, mostly in curve (Lund, 1996) or, more correctly, wave f
’ , wave form

(Lederach, 2005).

The propositio conflict cycles are rec r
n that
ict cycles urring is strongly supported by iri

r empirical research

and work of numerous scholars. So i en place. the
. Some claim that p
once a conflict has tak
lace, t
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nflict: the conflict intensification

fied three stages to a co

Ising (2006) identi
e. The conflict

¢ stage and the P conflict/post crisis stag

Mertus and He
ost-

the armed conflic
as root causes of conflict,

stage,
d by human rights violations

e is inter alia marke

intensification stag
onflict prevention efforts. During the

ghts isSU€s hinders ¢

up arms and human rights abuses are both a

and failure tO address human 11

eting factions take

mp
a component of wartime strate

armed conflict stage, co
gy, while human

y-product of the violence and

fforts for international intervention. During the post-

common b
rights norms and concerns inform ¢
conflict/post crisis stage, violent conflict ceascs and efforts at rebuilding begin.

[n the same manner the Conflict Prevention Network of the European Commission has
conflict cycle: stable peace, unstable peace, high tension and

identified four stages of the
ses are opposed directions of

open conflict. In this approach, pre-conflict and post-conflict pha

flict intensity diminishes from

the linear approach, in that in post conflict situation the con

open conflict to high tension and so on, to stable peace.

Robinson, Clifford and Moorhead (1974) identified the now widely recognized conflict cycle
containing 5 stages that most community conflicts go through. The five stages are tensi
ion

stages build on the previous until the matter is resolved

All conflict begins as tension that develops among parti i
. | parties. As the disagreement or threat
in p, the various parties start taking sides. The conflict ar imm
| : can appear immediatel
or over time (tension d m n .
evelopment). People or groups who are involved in the situ
questions about what is h ning, who i e ——
o appening, who is right, and what should be done. Th try
whether they should ‘ W e
take sid i
o es and, if so, which one (role dilemma). Usually, tensi
ment and role di | -
¢ dilemma happen at the same time. At the Inj
. At the Injustice Collecting stage,

each party begi
gins to gather su i
pport. Each itemizes the problems, justifies thei
. eir position, and
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o win. At the Confrontation stage, the parties meet and clash. If both parties
ed or avoided

nfrontation may be lessen

the other strong, the

thinks of ways
rriers may develop. Co

hold fast to their opinions, ba
s making adjustment
but the conflict may T€ap

g. If one party is weak and

by one of both partie
pear. If parties have equal

strong party can win by domination,
e a cold war, with each party trying

they can wag

d the other. The two parties m

s to change,

ower and neither party decide
ay choose to

p

to weaken the other. One party may choose to avoi

a little. The two parties can work together in

se, each gaining a little and losing

compromi
ake care of both parties’ needs.

active participation to look for a solution to t

definitions of conflict cycle is whether scholars

One important difference in the various
art looking at

consider the absence of conflict as a stage of conflict cycle, or whether they st

(Wohlfeld, 2010). This is difference in view indicates the

the situation when tensions arise

n among scholars in the field. Some (e.g. Lederach, 2003) see the study of

conceptual variatio

peace as a distinct discipline from the study of conflict and war. For others it is also of key

significance whether a peaceful and stable situation should be watched for any signs of
tensions arising and, therefore, early warning can be given. Additionally, some argued that

conflict cycle models that do not include the early warning stage do not focus on the root
roo

causes of conflict.

The division into stages or phases and the understanding of conflict as circular is the startin
point for research on conflict prevention, management and resolution. In order to mak thg
| | . e the
notion of conflict cycle more relevant in the study of reactions to conflict and to id
| ) rovide
gu1.dance to practitioner, parallel conceptions of the conflict cycle, which focu p
of involvement, have been developed. Lund and West (1998) i 1 N
(preventive diplomacy, preventive acti iSi T s e
10m, Crisis prevention, preventive peace building), crisis

a L)
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t keel”ll l )
g
ICrﬂ‘ll.rla 10N, pCﬂCC S

of conflict management. |
1996) especially those focused on conflict

thors (e.& Lund,
ant step is from early

argue that the most import

Some organizations and au
of conflict with stages of

. . .

g to early action. Lund’s moO |
to both theoretical and practical

warnin
al model that may be of use

involvement, creating an analytic
approaches to conflict.
in the typical life cycle of a

e Life cycle of a Conflict illustrates that

Lund’s diagram of th
has ended. In this regard peace

there is a natural decline in tension after the violence

conflict, both simul
¢ failure of usual efforts to shift

conflict,
taneous and contiguous with

building occupies the later stages of a
peacekeeping efforts (Lund, 1996). This stage focuses on th

conflicts to a stable situation and reduce re-escalation probability.

2.2.3. The Causes of Conflict and Levels of Analysis

There is no single cause of conflict. Rather, conflict is context-specific, multi-causal and
multidimensional and can result from a combination of different factors. Hence, most
attempts to identify typologies of conflict shows weakness in the field of exhaustiveness,
mutual exclusiveness of categories, semantic consistency and neutrality. Especially these
weaknesses become significant for attempts to construct a typology according to causes of
conflict. Due to the complexity and the dynamics of conflict, they are hardly ever mono
" . o
atfsal.hDesplte such limitations, however, in the conflict literature we can identify three
major theoretical i

cal approaches that try to illustrate the cayge of conflict: the macro, meso and

mICro approaches.

2.2.3.1. The Micro Approach

3 0
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d in order tO understand the cause of

nscious are examine
nalytic theory and social

h instinct in his psychoa
ancis Galton believed tha

e. The biological

jous and the unco
reud’s idea of deat

t Spencer and Sir Fr

poth the consc
t human

aggression and violence. F

rists such as Herber
S aggrcssion and violenc

d conflict identity theories

1961;

Darwinism theo
disposition toward

ed to social learning an

gs have the innate Ppre
ors (Bandura, Ross & Ross,

ument which is connect
nce are learned behavi

bein
predisposition arg

maintains that aggression and viole

Bandura, 1977).
2.2.3.2. The Meso Approach
onflict, the meso approach em

class, and micro

phasizes the

In trying to explain the nature and cause of ¢
ch as nations, institutions, ethnic,

interaction between the macro variables su
psychological motivation for aggression an
s in order to explain

d violence. Thus,

variables such as individual’s

h borrows ideas from psychology, sociology, and politic

this approac
and the Human Needs

conflict. The Enemy System Theory (Volkan, 1988; Montville, 1990)

Theory (Burton 1990; Kelman, 1991) apply to this level of analysis. Both theories try to

explain the complexity of group behavior especially antagonistic group relationships. The
Enemy System Theory hol '
y ry holds the hypothesis that humans have a deep rooted psychological
need to dichotomize and to establish enemies and allies. This phenomenon hap t
pens a
indivi is 1
ividual and group levels. This is an unconscious need which feeds conscious relationshi
| ationships
especially i i ' ’
p y in our group lives (Cunningham, 1998). This view is very important as i
| as it provides
explanation in th igi
e context of ethno-religious conflict where former neighbors h
| s harm and kill
each other simply because they belong to different identi
identity groups. Locating the source of

f ]
a

»

35



5. Institutions range from formal bodies that

ed and supported procedures and

avior and attitude

d filter social beh
es to socially recogniz

control an
rules and object1V

have a set of written

rules (Scott, 1988).
Macro Approach

material inequality of a social group

2.2.3.3. The
social, political, or
sis from the macro level such

making and game

roach emphasizes the
as nations,

The macro app
of analy

akes its units
nflict. For instance decision-

at the conscious level and t

ity, class, ethos to explain €O
proach, which are develope
n a rational basis relying on

institutions, ethnic
d based on the irrational

s are typical examples of macro ap
ke choices and decisions ©
n, communication and information

theorie

actor model whereby people ma

eighing of opportunities, negotiatio

informed choices and w
Dahrendorf (as cited in Angell, 1965)

1960). Some macro level analysts such as

(Schelling,
istorical evolution of conflict. Dahrendorf

and Galtung (1965, 2000) focus on analyzing the h
source of conflict. He maintained that those who

(1959) saw authority, not class, as the prime
have power and authority which manifests itself in economic, political, military and cultural

realms of life hope to maintain the status quo, while those who lack them hope to obtain some

portion of them. Thus, emphasis is put on compe ition over scarce resources (such as
h phasis 1s put tit1 r s (such
territory, power, status, etc). Collin on the other hand, believed that power and status
1 d , etc). Collins (1971), on the other hand, believed th d
o r , beli that tat
re fundamental relational dimensions at the macro level as well as mic v
tal relational dimensions at t ro level as well 1 level
| | icro level of social
interaction and therefore e
refore every group wants to pursue certain goods such wealth, power, an
| L d
restige. He concluded i | |
p that coercion and ' fi
the ability to ve a certain wa
y to force others to beha 1
1 Y

are the primary basis of conflict.

2.2
2.4. Consequences of Conflict
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ot and stating whether its extern
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to get from it. That is, the fundamental basis

they would have hoped
but a minor point of order is at issue. That this difference

e impact of conflict depends upon the

¢ of conflict

or don’t get as much as
of the community is nol threatened,
is emphasized by Coser’s argument that th

is important
k within which they are contested and the degre

degree of consensual framewor

over basic consensus (Coser, 1957).

2.3. Conflict in Ethiopia

2.3.1. Background
and complex history. It is commonly

Ethiopia is an ancient country with a long, proud
2009). Tracing its roots to the 2" millennium

considered to be the origin of mankind (Ansari,
century AD,

BC, Ethiopia was a monarchy for most of its history. During the first
the region (Henze,

the Kingdom of Aksum maintained a unified civilization in
military resistance during the late

2005). Ethiopia derived prestige with a uniquely successful
th o .
19" century's "Scramble for Africa", becoming the only African country to defeat a European

colonial power and retain its sovereignty. Ethiopia is the only country that has its own

calendar and ancient scripts, one of the oldest alphabets still in use in the world (Willie,

2001).
Ethiopia’s rich cultural heritage includes both tangible and non-tangible assets such as the

ancient handcraft production, various ceremonies and festivals as well as nine cultural
heritage sites registered by UNESCO. With a population of more than 90 million (projected

population, CSA, 2015), Ethiopia is the second most populous nation in Africa next to
Nioeri , : :
igeria. The country’s cultural heritage and diversity is enhanced by being home to multitude

of ethnicities, religions and cultures. Ethiopia has about 80 ethnic groups. The ethnic groups
which a
ccount for about 1% and above of the total population are the following fifteen:

Oromo (34.59 i
(34.5%), Ambhara (26.9%), Somali (6.2%), Tigray (6.1%), Sidama (4.0%), Gurage
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), Gamo (1.5%), Gedeo

), Silte (2.0%), Afar (1.7%), Hadiya (1.7%

(2.5%), Wolaita (2.3%
), and Kambatta (0.94%); the first two ethnic groups

(1.2%), Kaffacho (1.13%), Agew (1.05%
ccounts for 80.2% and all the fifteen account for about
groups live in Southern

account for 61.4%, the first six a

of all the population (CSA, 2015). The majority of the ethnic
iation, the Ethiopian people are Coptic Orthodox

93.72%
Ethiopia. In terms of religious affil

ns (43.5%), Muslims (33.9%) and Protestant Christians (18.6%); Catholics and other

Christia
religions account for the remaining 4% (CSA, 2015).
le and the historical process underlying the

Due to the complex characteristics of the peop
creation of the modern Ethiopian state, there was high incident of power struggles and
In fact, it will not be an

prolonged conflict cleavages among diverse forces in the country.
and conflicts

exaggeration if one says that the history of Ethiopia is the history of war
f socio-political

(Alemayehu, 2004). Ethnicity, religion and control of resources and choice 0

paradigm have been the center of conflict in Ethiopia (Alemayehu, 2004). Therefore, in this
chapter, an attempt was made to review the nature and history of conflicts, their duration,
intensity and the modalities for their cessation as well as the impact of conflicts and post-
conflict conditions in Ethiopia. Moreover, understanding the social, cultural, political and the

historical context of the country will help us to understand the unique characteristics and

dynamics of conflicts.
2.3.2. Conflict in Ethiopia: Causes, Types and Consequences

The historical process underlying the creation of modern Ethiopia has been marked by power
struggles and conflict cleavages among diverse forces (Mesfin, 2006). The nature and the

root causes of such conflicts are both multidimensional and complex. However, different
authors tried to identify the basic causes of conflict in Ethiopia.

Muhabie (2015) classified the causes of conflict in the horn of Africa including Ethiopia in to
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ompetition over and mismanagement

s. These are: Economic Causes (C
us politics, ethnic

and Cultural Causes (e.g. Extreme religio

g dictatorial and oppressive regimes, The

four broad categorie

of economic resources), Social
polarity), Historical Legacies (Colonization, havin
Cold War) and Political Causcs (Power struggle, poor governance and transparency).

n, 2006) attempted to categorize

yuehu & Befekadu, 2004; Mesfi
in conflict. Mesfin (2006) has identified two

onflict over

Some scholars (€.g. Alema
ses of conflict based on parties involved
ad to conflict. The first one is ¢

the cau
the second comprise

major contending forces that usually le
gnty under a centralized authority while
solidation by centralized

consolidating political soverel
and resistance to con

centrifugal challenges, local supremacy

authority. Mesfin has acknowledged however that somewhere between the two, there were

small and medium scale intra and inter-local frictions that developed into a situation of
Befekadu (2004) analyzed the

conflict in Ethiopia. In a similar manner, Alemayuehu and
ower players in the country

cause and nature of conflict in Ethiopia by introducing threc p
ct among ordinary people

(supremacy of central authority, centrifugal challenge and confli
he specific form of

over resources) as well as analyzing the subject of their conflict, and t

conflict among parties. They identified three forms of conflict:
o Type I conflict: this is caused by competition for position of power and the agents of

conflict are either the ‘educated elite’ (after the 1974 revolution) or regional
aristocrats (before 1974). The subject of conflict is power in its generic form (ie. both

political and economic) as can be exercised through capturing the state machinery

Type II conflict: is caused by popular revolt against those in power. The agents in

conflict are the elite in power and the masses (usually the under-class). The subject of

conflict is usually a violation of basic economic and political rights

e Type III ict: i
yp conflict: occurs among ordinary people over resources. In this type of
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o ; flict tak
Furthermore, conflict has been classified by combining the territory where the contlict takes

place and actors involved. In this regard, Small and Singer (1972) identified four types of

; mnm non-state grou
conflicts: “Intrastate”- internal conflicts fought between a gove ent and a group,

) . ! ; -state armed
“Internationalized intrastate”- conflicts 1n which either the government, non-s

group, or both, received external military support from a foreign government, Interstate”-

conflicts fought between two or more states and «Extra-state”- conflicts between a state and a

non-state armed group outside that state’s territory.

2.3.2.1. Interstate Conflict in Ethiopia

Interstate conflict is a conflict between two or more states in which both members of the
international system, that use their respective national forces in the conflict. Compared to the
rampant intra-state conflicts, inter-state conflicts are very rare but when they take place, they

engender devastating effects to human life, property and environment (Wallensteen &

Sollenberg, 1999, 2000, 2001).

Ethiopia has fought several wars against many states in its history and this external
intervention has had an important role in the initiation and continuation of conflict in the

anized ions or ethnicity.
easants usually organized across regions or e
conflict, the agents are p
i f frequently observed conflict in Ethiopia as (1)
i i he basic cause 0O
UNDP (2007) identified t
iti : .uch as land, pasture, and water, clashes
: -tition for resources suc
resource conflict such as comp¢ |
farmers and pastoralists; (2) identity
iveli ition between sedentary
due to livelihoods competition ‘
hich is caused by heightened awareness of othnic identity; (3) political issues such
conflict which 18 S
language rights and perceptions of disenfranchisemcnt, and (4) arguments on border
as g
delineation between regions and ethnicities.
country. The cause of thes i ;
c C n . 2 4 . . .
onflicts can be classified as: historic (religious and colonial);
|
|
|

cold-war related; and conflict with neighboring countries. In the modern history of the
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petween 1868—1896 alone, Ethiopia was engaged in a number of

stance

es with the Egyptians, four times involving the Dervishes, five
h. In recent years Ethiopia has fought a war with the

8-2000. These conflicts protracted

country, for m

historic conflicts; three tim
d once with the Britis

times with Italy an
977-8 and Eretria in 199

ors Somalia in 1964 and 1

tate, making it more militaristic.

neighb
and shaped the Ethiopian s
a become more complex by being extended

state conflicts in Afric
g battles in

Many inter-state and intra-
parties were involved in fightin

into 'proxy wars" Secondary or substitution

: : in a local arena.
ance with larger states, pursuing their own agenda relevant

alli

2.3.2.2. Intrastate Conflict
conflict with another state. The sources

In Ethiopia, intra state conflict is more prevalent than
cited are resource conflict, regional

conflict are diverse and the most frequently

of intra state
2010).

cts, ethnic conflict, and religious conflict (UNDP,

border confli
onflict in

onent in understanding the nature of ¢

Natural resources are an important comp
Ethiopia. Natural resources are embedded in an environment, geographic, geopolitical and
generate effects far

interdependent space where actions by one individual or group may
s or even national jurisdictions. The link between natural resource

beyond specific localitie
management and conflict is strong. Shortages of natural resources lead to competition which

may result in conflict. In addition, fighting and insecurity may prevent appropriate

management of natural resources and reduce their production, thereby worsening shortages
and intensifying competition and conflict (Wood, 1993).

Lan e
d and related resources such as water and biodiversity are the main source of resource

conflict 1 oD .
onflict in Ethiopia. Land resources continue to have major historical, cultural and spiritual

significance.
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n among inter-group, intra-group, between the state and its
d happen between different groups and organizations

urce conflict can happe
occur between other regions

i ul

people. Intra-government conflicts €O
-regional and international conflicts
ts revolve around conflicts pertaining to shared

e about the interests of

Reso

within government, and inter

i ic
within and outside nations, global confl

i | conflicts ar

s, especially in terms of biod and tempora fl a

ons (Wood, 1993).

iversity,

benefit

present and future generati
flict in recent years, the Federal form of

With regard to Ethiopia and regional border con
nment the country has adopted has heightened and transformed historical, territorial
ndary conflicts. This particular case reflects the

gove
owland regions of

conflicts into contemporary inter-regional bou
pastoral communities in the 1

transformation of resource conflicts between
onflicts and border disputes between communities.

the country into inter-regional boundary ¢
regional border demarcation has

Although Ethiopia is one administrative unit, inter and intra-
g to resource appropriation, mobilization and

had economic implications pertainin

distribution. All state border disputes ought to be settled by agreement of the concerned

states. Nevertheless, in times when the concerned states fail to reach agreement, the House of
utes on the basis of settlement

the Federation has a power to superintend over such disp
995). Most

patterns and the wishes of the peoples concerned (Constitution of FDRE, 1

resource conflicts in Ethiop

ia occur among pastoralist communities (UNDP, 2010).
Pastoralists are coming under increasing pressure from natural disasters such as drought and

flooding which are compounded by climate change. Population growth, increasing numbers

of livestock produced for export, deforestation, environmental degradation, bush
encroachment, and invasive species will further increase pressure and competition over

¥ Y s .
hared and shrinking resources. These communities also have diverse settlement patterns

inhabiting different ecological zones and, accordingly, practicing different production

syst s di ST :
ystems as well as having diverse livelihood basis. As a result, there is conflict between
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d herder farmcr/herdcr versus forest users and rural versus urban dwellers. These
n erdcer,
perly implemented land use system and

farmer a
conflicts are mostly informed by lack of pro

radation of natural resources-
2.3.2.3. Ethnic Conflicts
ups speaking

neous, with more than 80 ethnic gro
ake up more than three-

deg

The Ethiopian people are ethnically heteroge
Ambhara, Somali and Tigreans m
e of conflict in Ethiopia can be viewed

different languages. The Oromo,
flict in Post-

quarters of the population. The prevalence and natur
icts before 1991 and ethnic-con

in two distinct but inter-related categories: confl

Federal Ethiopia.
control over

flict were related to mainly the

sistance war of

Before 1991, Ethiopia’s major ethnic con
cultivable land as well as re

resources, such as grazing land, water points,
ate out of multi

expansion by the central government to the periphery to build a unitary st
has got its present shape and ethno-cultural diversity during the
m to the south

cthnic nations. Ethiopia
interaction and expansion of his kingdo

emperor Menelik II with continuous
Kaffa, Sidama, Wolayta and other kingdoms (Bahru, 2001). Some

and east, expanding into
argue that this expansion has brought about political, economic, and cultural hegemony for
the Amhara and resulted in major

the benefit of one “non-native” ethnic group, namely,
the recent civil wars

ethnic dissatisfactions and resistance against the monarchy. For example

between the central government, and various insurgency groups bearing the names of ethnic

groups such as the Oromo, Tigre, Afar, Ogaden and others in the form of liberation fronts

were based on ethnicity.
The post-1991 politics of Ethiopia witnessed a major departure from the past in terms of
political and structural dimensions. Federalism was allegedly chosen to respond to the

challenge of ethno-national conflicts that beleaguered the old Ethiopian state from the time it




TN

ic empire often seeking to build one nation out of many.

untry. Ironically,

the

een built into 2 multi-ethn
ere are a number of accounts for ethnic conflict in the co
nflicts even after 1991. Some of

However, still th
nce exists that there were co
Gurage conflict, the

significant and growing evide
ethnic conflicts recently observed in Ethiopia are: the Silte-
nflict, the Anuak-Nuer confli

t, the Sheko-Megcngir co
flict, the Oromo-Amhara conflict, the Borana-

has b

ct, the

major inter-

Wagagoda language conflic
Berta-Gumuz conflict, the Gedeo-Guji con
ali conflict.

Gerri conflict, and the Oromo-Som
include historical and political -

flicts in Ethiopia are multiple. They
groups,

s by the dominant and elite

The causes of ethnic con
s, especially

alization of power and economic resource
zing land and/or water resource

over centr
tween different

(Markakis, 1998), economic competition over gra
o the apportionment of the land be

toralists (Ahmed,

in times of drought and boundaries that led t
ded the freedom of movement of the pas

states, were delimited and impe
groups to protect

d cultural causes:- defense mechanisms of ethnic

2002) as well as social an
their property and to protect themselves from other ethnic groups and specific cultures such
gift) for marriage and prestige and retaliation can easily trigger

as payment of dowry (

conflict.
2.3.2.4. Consequences of Violent Conflicts in Ethiopia

The consequence of violent conflicts in Ethiopia can be observed via different dimensions

h : : ; ..
such as economic, social, psychological, and political. With respect to the economic effects
of viol i

ent conflicts, Alemayehu (2005) argued that the main reason for Ethiopia’s
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omic revival intensifies conflict and mentioned the case of

further justiﬁed his claim that Econ
ent govemment.

growth under the curT
e viewed in terms of effect on education,

sustained economic
an look at the Eritrean-

The social impacts of conflict 10 Ethiopia can also
people. For example we ¢

jct and the civil war (1974-1991) as cases in

ger and displacement of

health, hun

Ethiopian war (1998 2000) from interstate contfl

During the Eritrean-Ethiopian war, it is estimated that both countries spent hundreds
died from both sides and by the

point.
people

on the war, more than 70,000
n internally displaced

250,000 Eritreans had bee

of millions of dollars
d from Ethiopia (Global IDP

end of 1998, estimates suggest approximately

and another 45,000 people of Eritrean origin were deporte
it is highly difficult to measure the impact

the two wars

Project, 2004). Compared with interstate conflict,
), for instance, stated that of

of intra state conflict in Ethiopia. Henze (1984
991) in the north

fought in Ethiopia since the 1974 revolution, the protracted civil war (1974-1
has been significantly more costly and destructive than the Ethio-Somalia war of 1977.
According to Sivard (1991), 609,000 Ethiopians died in those wars and more than 500,000 of
them were civilians. While the causes and consequences of famines that occurred in Ethiopia
since the early 1970s was attributed largely to drought, there is a growing consensus that
particularly conflict is the culprit (Kaplan, 1988; Africa Watch, 1991).

human factors,

Less is known about the psychological impact of the conflict in Ethiopia. Personal accounts
show that individuals and communities traumatized by conflict and displacement faced
lasting mental and psychosocial disarrays and difficulty to integrate back to normal state once

violenc i
e ends. The mental and psychosocial wounds induced by violence and traumatic

experiences do not disappear with the return to normalcy, and if not addressed may well
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mines the civil war during the Dereg

pserved when one €xa
and the destruction of

impact of conflict could be ©
gs violence against the civilian population,
s in the war zones of Tigray and Eritrea

regime: aerial bombin
particularly seriou
tical effect of conflict was

systems were
1991). The poli

socioeconomic
olonged

nd & Druze, 198
psychological impacts, the pr

nomic, social and

(Cliffe, 1989; Hammo
lity and insecurity, autoct

n addition to the eco
sting political instabi

atic governance and

enormous. I

conflict has led to a long la

ations.
atic path and an all-inclusive state

a follows @ democr

human right viol
e in all social development Progress

The current government of Ethiopi
based on ethnic federation. Progress has been mad
ong, however to conclude that conflicts related to federalism are

is still the need

indicators. It would be wr
jonal levels. Yet, there

parts of the country at local/reg
a. We need to

averted in full in many
social capital in Ethiopi

the effect of violent conflict on the
dependent

to better understand
know more about how violent conflict can be viewed as both an independent and a
capital. That is, social capital can

d an effect) in its relationship to social

variable (a cause an
f conflict, but it can also be

g societal cohesion and the mitigation 0

be constructive supportin
entation and the onslaught of violent conflict.

perverted to hasten social fragm
lations, interactions at the

en the analysis of conflict and social capital interre

To further deep
sidered. This broadening of the definition of social capital

macro level should also be con.
ent actors, which have a direct

permits the inclusion of government, market, and developm

impact on the social capital environment facing actors at the local level, and also helps

denti : .
entify measures for policy and operational recommendations.
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n, it is worth noting that empirical research on

al cohesion- Agai
n made

stage, though promising links have already bee

elp to create sO€!

actively b
till at an early

evelopment and democracy.

social capital is S
n social capital and d
erms of inter-religious relations.

betwee
a unique country in t
gion reach back

ns in trade, culture and reli

e that Ethiopia 18
a, monotheism started 10

abs and Abyssinia
judaism into Ethiopi
o Ethiopia further advanced this

Most scholars agre
S, especially between Ar

h the introduction of
of Christianity int
or monotheistic religions

relationship with one

Relation

to ancient times. Wit
The introduction
od in line with oth came with

isted in mutual

influence both regions.

cess. Yet, another religion that sto

¢ to Ethiopia and co-€X
1 types of encounters,

pro

Islam. All these religions cam
hiopia a unique place for al

including peaceful

another. This has made Et

olerance, in exchange of ideas and practices.

relations, respect and t
in Ethiopia still remains strong.

ital such as bonds of kinship

Clearly, horizontal social cap
e 1s strong self-support system

s have strong social capital i.e. ther

Add to that, Ethiopian
people to respect one another

ere are strong social values that help

among the communities, th
g systems indigenous

another. Promoting such self-supportin

and to build trust among one
ough their

ndle their social problems by themselves thr

civil societies help communities to ha
ed by them for years. However, integrating

own traditional mechanisms that have been practic

vertical social capital to shape a cohesive society remains a challenge.
2.4. Conflict Resolution
2.4.1. The Concept
As much as what conflict entails is contested, conflict resolution occupies a central stage as a
point of disagreement in the field. Many terms are frequently, and almost interchangeably,



flict regulation, conflict engagement, conflict

Among them, candidate terms arc con
ding and conflict transformation.

situation.
ell as peace buil

conflict resolution is “a variety of approaches
olving of problems,
d Miall (2011),

management, a5 wi
) suggested that

gh the constructive s distinct from
r Ramsbotham, Woodhouse an

of conflict are addressed and

Miller (2003

For example,
g conflicts throu

aimed at terminatin
n of conflict” Fo
he deep rooted sources

ment OF transformatio
tude hostile any longer, while structure

manage
it is expected that t

by conflict resolution,
nd behavior is no longer violent, nor aré attr

resolved, a
the conflict has been changed.
lies as

of
nnotation conflict resolution imp

an understand the co
not be encouraged. It also as

mediation or

From the above definitions, one ¢
a bad phenomenon hence it is something that should sumes that
olved” permanently through

henomenon that can be “res

r, conflict cannot be once and for all solved.

conflict is a short term p

other intervention processes. In principle, howeve
an at best be transformed, regulated or

Some conflicts may be “non-resolvable and ¢

managed” (Best, 2005).
and, is seen in the right perspective, and assumes that

Conflict management, on the other h
en cannot be quickly resolved. Best (2005), sees

conflicts are long term processes that oft
e and destructive capacity through

t management as the process of reducing the negativ

conflic
and by working with and through the parties involved in that conflict.

a number of measures
d synonymously with the term conflict

He equally proposes that the term is sometimes use

regulation. '
g By extension, the term covers other areas of handling “conflicts positively at

different levels, 1 '
, including those efforts made to prevent conflict by being proactive” (Best

2005) ThC cO .
ncept equally includes such other terms like conflict limitation, containment

and litigation.
Burton (1990) uses this phrase ‘confl
uses this ¢ ' A C
phras ict prevention’ to connote “containment of confls
ntlict
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s in which collaborative and valued

promotc condition
ransformation on the other

through steps introduced 1€
the behavioT of conflict paﬁies”. Conflict t
lution. Some

d deeper structural d
connotation of bringing ¢
channeled conflict. Lederach

relationships control

he longer-term an imensions of conflict Teso
tion' carries the onflict to permanem
| value of positively
formation and downgrades

an relationship-

hand refers to't
ts contend that 'resolu
conclusion, negating the possible socia
ares conflict resolution with conflict trans

ds that

analys
the term

centered rather th

it 18 content-
and 1s committed

(2003) comp
an long- term process

flict resolution on the groun

con
ate agreement rather th

centered, and aims at immedi
r than also including escal

ation to pursue constructive change.

only to de-escalation rathe
ther established fields, such as

Furthermore, conflict resolution was diffcrentiated from O

international relations in that:
els of conflict: intra-

on had to embrace all lev

It is multilevel: analysis and resoluti
d the complex

[ ]
international, regional, global, an

personal (interpersonal, intergroup ,

interplays between them;
nflict systems

in order to learn how to address complex co

It is multidisciplinary:
draw on many disciplines, including politics,

adequately, the conflict resolution had to

relations, strategic studies, development studies, individual and social

international

psychology etc.;

It i i L s ict 1
is multicultural: since human conflict is a worldwide phenomenon within an
i creasi - :
reasingly intricate and interconnected local/global cultural web, this had to be a
)
truly coo ive i ' ise, i
y cooperative international enterprise, in terms of both the geographical locations

where conflict 1
s encountered and the conflict resolution initiatives deployed to

address them.
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th analytic and normative: the foundation of the study of conflict was to be
a
sis and interpretati <gtatistics Of deadly quarrels’

systematic analy
(polymology), but this was to be combined from t
form actually or potentially v

tter thereby t0 trans
al, political and other

on of the
he outset with the npormativ

jolent conflict into

It is bo
e aim of

learning how be
violent processes of soci forms of change;
d was to be

non-
the conflict resolution fiel

oretical and practical:
rplay between theory and practice: only when

It is both the
hat works and what does not

stituted by a constant mutual inte
ractical experience of w

nce develop.

con
theoretical understanding and p

properly informed experie

work are connected can
eld

est term employed in the fi

n is used because it is the earli
used

In this study, conflict resolutio
s approaches and methods

and also is a comprehensive term which encompasses variou
to handle conflict non-violently at all levels in society.
ion in this way is not, however, to indicate what conflict resolution

To invoke conflict resolut
Much clarification is

flict resolution might be considered good.

is nor to indicate that con
olution and its

needed before drawing any conclusions about the meaning of conflict res

contribution to collective well-being.

2.4.2. Forms and Methods of Conflict Resolution

man society that takes its origins in economic differentiation,

As a universal feature of hu
pment and political organization, the

social change, cultural formation, psychological develo

identity of the conflicting parties, the levels at which the conflict is contested, and the issues
fought over (scarce resources, unequal relations, competing values) may vary over time and
may themselves be disputed. Conflicts are dynamic as they escalate and de- escalate, and are
constituted by a complex interplay of attitudes and behaviors that can assume a reality of
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flict resolution that deal with incompatibilities.

are differing approaches of con
. 5 ifferent perspectives such as the goals or stages
1 ¢ resolution from di
This approach sees conflic
f the process and the
i i akes place, the effect or outcome O
h conflict resolution t
n the way the conflict is P

ssified as preventive or corrective. Preventive

at whic
rocessed.

dimensions of conflict i

The goals of conflict resolution, may be cla
and groups “t0 choose to negotiate rather than resort

goal deals with convincing individuals
evel of peaceful existence.. .

to rancor in all matters of disagreement, thereby increasing the |
olve existing conflicts “with less

Corrective goal, however, focuses on measures to T€S
* (Okrah, 2003). Galtung (1971, 1976)

violence and more understanding of human nature,’
peacemaking, peace keeping and peace

identifies 3 key forms or stages of conflict resolution:
yet useful. Peace-making implies the

building. The distinction between the three is slight
proach is by which requires the two

first tentative steps. Peace-keeping or the dissociative ap
e building or the associative approach

sides to the conflict to withdraw from the arena. Peac

is where symbiosis is developed (conflict resolution).

Blake, Shepard and Mouton (1964) identified three general strategies that parties may take
toward dealing with their conflict; win-lose, lose-lose, and win-win. The win-lose approach is
a strategy used to force the other side to capitulate. Sometimes, this is done through socially
acceptable mechanisms such as majority vote, the authority of the leader, or the

determinati : . ..
ermination of a judge. Sometimes, it involves secret strategies, threat, innuendo —
whateve 1 ' i
r works is acceptable, ie., the ends justify the means. The lose-lose strategy is
exemplified i i
p by smoothing over conflict or by reaching the simplest of compromises. In

neither case is the ' '
creative potential of productive conflict resolution realized or explored. On

the other hand the win-win
€ wWin- ' i
approach is a conscious and systematic attempt to maximize the

goals of both parti .
parties through collaborative problem solving. The conflict is seen as a problem



a war to be wor There is an emphasis on the quality of the long term
n
rather than short term accommodations. Commu

nication 18

to be sO lved rather tha

between the parties,

secretive and calculating.

relationships

open and direct rather than
resolution looks the dimensions of resolution that parallels
¢ conflict is proccssed. In this context, Bernard

other approach to conflict
s cognitive resolution,

f conflict in the way th
of conflict resolution a
ates cognitive resolution as

The
with the dimensions 0

tified the three dimensions
lution. He further elabor

(2000) iden
beliefs and perspectives and

emotional resolution and behavioral reso
view the conflict, with

the way disputants understand and
sputants feel about a conflict,

onal resolution is the way di

understandings and attitudes. Emoti
the disputants act, looking at

the emotional energy. Behavioral resolution is how one thinks

their behavior.
and resolution

ms of conflict management

Macfarlane (2007) outlines that there are two fo
esult

gement and resolution that the best r

mechanisms as formal and informal conflict mana

often are achieved by combining the two methods.

2.4.3. Indigenous Conflict Resolution Mechanisms: Definitions and
Merits

As long as people live in society or group, there are conflicts arising from differences of

interests, prejudice, needs and ambitions. Therefore, the approach adopted to prevent or
re ) . . .
solve such difference of interests determines its resolution. In other words, when a conflict

b : :
appens, the crucial point should be the effective adoption of the necessary principle of the

resolution.

Indigenous m “
echanisms are grass r:
oots approaches to solvin 1
g conflicts. The most 1im
portant

g
3 e crs

53



ieinns ansfe f resourcc as
f their symbolic authority 10 enforce decisions and transfer ©
pbecause Ol ¢

(Zartman, 2000).
genous conflict resolution mechanisms are

compensation
s within the societies by

o conﬁrmed that indi
e several types of conflict
parties. Here the main aim 1
gnized customs

Dahal and Bhatta (2008) als
s to come

e a discussion to mediat
sts of the conflicting
e mechanism based on reco

ypically incorporates

used to organiz
nizing the identity and intere

justify it by the duty of th
ous conflict resolution t
mation and clarify issues.

recog
up with a solution and
y of the society itself. Indigen
sions to exchange infor

and moralit
e mediators than from other

sensus-building based on open discus
o accept guidance from thes
f face and is backed by sO

con
cial

Conflicting parties are more likely t
on does not entail any loss ©

sources because an elder’s decisi
pressure.
d resolution mechanisms use local actors and traditional

Indigenous conflict management an
ge and resolve

1 decision-making mechanisms to mana

community-based judicial and lega
cts without

s. Local mechanisms aim to resolve confli

conflicts within or between communitie
ce, or other external structures. Local negotiations

resorting to state-run judicial systems, poli
h keep broader inter-communal relations

can lead to ad hoc practical agreements whic
r, townspeople can live

creating environments where nomads can graze togethe

positive,
s can trade together even if military men remain un-reconciled

together, and merchant
(Lowry, 1995).
ndigenous societies have varied institutions and personnel that function as agents of conflict

resolution in their respective locality (Degene, 2007). In spite of this, Ember, as cited n

Dege
gene (2007), argued that these agents lack coercive force to support their decisions

y
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reased complexity of these processes, however, saw reduced

judiciaries. The inc
disputants (United Nations, 2007).

modern
gal outcomes among

satisfaction with le
f conflict resolution, which refer to refers to the set of

e indigenous forms ©
flicts outside litigation or the formal court, have

ilizes to resolve con

In fact, th
mmunities for centuries. The older forms of dispute

mechanisms a society ut
ced by peoples and cO
acticed by the Indigenous or Aboriginal peoples around the

urt system (Osi, 2008).

been practi

resolution, particularly
e originality of present-day €0

those pr.

world, challenge th
ommunity members to pursue remedies

Indigenous conflict resolution processes will allow ¢
d Stlll Wlthm their own Cultural confines.

and resolve conflicts outside of the courtroom an
ime immemorial, they are culturally more

Practic

ed in indigenous communities since t
ropriate than litigation because they are based on the customs and traditions of the group
gh state-formalized ADR. Litigating in court

app

concerned. They may also pursue remedies throu
ermittent delay in the resolution of motions

is normally prohibitive; with long case queucs, int
litigation with its basic rudiments of

or claims is quite common. More importantly,
upled with its adversarial nature is

confrontation, fault-finding and judge made resolutions, co

not a viable alternative for indigenous communities (Osi, 2008).
Assefa (2005) summarized some of the advantages of indigenous conflict resolution
mechanisms: they quickly respond to crisis; they contribute to the reduction of regular court
caseloads; they contribute to saving of the public money; they also stand aside of the problem
in shortage of judges who work in the regular courts and budget constraints; they are
complementary to modern government structures and are not substitutes or competitors as
some i i

government officials think and worry about; they give access to many people who do

not find modern syst <
. .
ystem of conflict resolution comfortable; affordable or suitable to their

needs disputant ; ‘ .
putants are satisfied with their operation and view their outcomes as fair
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i i indigenous
Specifically, Boege (2006) identifies the following potential advantages of the indigeno
pecifically,
conflict resolution mechanisms as follows:
- fit situations of state fragility and failure;
- are not state-centric and hence credited with legi
nd are process-oriented;

timacy;

- take the time factor into due account a
- provide for comprehensive inclusion and participation;
of conflict transformation.

_social and spiritual dimension

_ Focus on the psycho
1 between the quality of governance

a connectio

Scholars have long argued that there exists
mes. Rule of law is a core aspect of good

and important economic, political, and social outco
poor people who may struggle to find formal

governance and one of particular importance to
ealthy

The resolution of conflict in W

and informal institutions responsive to their needs.
n. Yet,

1 action in a court of law or formal modes of mediatio

societies typically relies on lega
s to

mal societies in the developing world often have only limited acces

citizens of poor, infor
dress and arbitration. The existence of culturally legitimate, locally

such avenues of re
ute resolution has the potential to significantly reduce the incidence of

accepted norms of disp
s by offering access to justice, which is associated with a host

violent conflict in poor societie
of positive externalities.
Beyond these definitional quibbles, a more interesting association could be made between

indigenous conflict resolution and social capital. Especially when one adopts the insight from
Uphoff (2000) who breaks social capital down into structural and cognitive components, “an
accumulation of various types of social, psychological, cognitive, institutional, and related

asset ' ili
s that increase the amount or probability of mutually beneficial cooperative behavior that
is productive for others, not just oneself ™.
Interesti ' iti
ingly, this was also true of the traditional informal institutions in Ethiopia. Informal
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fact that local people in different parts of the country adopted different survival strategies
ght together in a coordinated

ety of patterns that can be brou
ed within local contexts.

The
underscore the existence of a vari

e in which local patterns can be utiliz
d across patterns SO that several ¢

sing the

Horizontal

system of governanc
enters

and vertical institutional linkages should be develope
urce of power (Ostrom, 1999). U

of authority can be developed instead of a single so
opening up

best available traditional institution and practice surely provides possibilities

prospects toward establishing a system of democratic self-governance.
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Chapter Three

3. Research Design and Methodology

The purpose of this study was to assess the nexus between social capital and its role in
conflict resolution in Jimma Zone of the Oromia Regional State in Ethiopia. Based on this
aim, the current chapter presents the research design and method, sources of data, samples
and sampling techniques, instruments and procedure of data collection, methods of data
analysis and ethical considerations.

3.1. The Research Design
The research design used was a mixed approach. A research design can be quantitative,
qualitative or a mixed type (Creswell, 2009; Gay, Mills, & Airasian, 2009). As using a single
approach (quantitative or qualitative alone) may not be successful in explaining social events
and relationships in their full complexity, a mixed approach is advocated (Schulze, 2003).
Moreover, using this approach allows a researcher to obtain a variety of information on the
same issue by employing both the qualitative and quantitative approaches, and use the

strength of each approach to overcome the deficiencies of the other, and achieve a higher
degree of validity and reliability (Sarantakos, 1998).

More specifically, of the six strategies of the mixed approach, concurrent triangulation design
(QUAN-QUAL) strategy was employed in this study. As to this strategy, both the qualitative
and quantitative data are collected in one phase concurrently, and then the two databases are
compared to determine if there is convergence, difference or some combination. It helps to
compare the results from the qualitative and quantitative analyses to determine if the two data
bases yield similar or dissimilar results. Thus, this approach helps to confirm, cross validate

or corroborate findings within a single study. Moreover, the qualitative approach is used to

explain how violent group conflicts shape social capitals in general and traditional conflict
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- om the representative
3.2. The Research Method

The research method employed was descriptive survey based on the nature of the data. This

method enables to assess the present situation, that is, the on-going process and helps to

identify the challenges in the area and thereby coming up with relevant recommendations.

Supporting this, Sing (1985) stated that, the descriptive survey method is a way of

investigation that attempts to describe and interpret what exists at present in the form of

nditi i ,
conditions, practices, process, trends, attitudes, and beliefs from a broad size study areas.

Therefore, in describing the existing situation of the nexus between social capital and conflict

and examine the roles of social capital in conflict resolution in Jimma Zone, the descriptive

survey method was found to be relevant and appropriate.

3.3. Data Sources

Basically, a research is designed with the aim of generating appropriate and sufficient data

that would allow the researcher to answer the basic questions or test the hypotheses. In this

regard, to raisc the trustworthiness of the findings of this study, both primary and secondary
data sources were used. Therefore, the religious leaders, politicians, individuals working in
formal justice systems, conflict victim families and community leaders, elders, women and
youth were included in the study as primary data sources. In addition to these, the conditions
in markets, holiday celebrations, weddings, and mourning processes, as well as mosque and
s were also taken as primary sources of the research data to grasp how

church attendance
ed books and journal articles,

ractices. Moreover, publish

people interact and act in social p
chelons were also

reports and official documents from different government administrative €

used as secondary sources of data for this study.
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3.4. Study Samples and Sampling Techniques
Administratively, Jimma zone has 17 Woredas. Three ar
. eas namely Caggoo, Bashasha
s and
Asendabo had a violent conflict experience in different occasi
ccasions since 2006. Also, th
. Also, the

adjacent Calloo area of Iluabbabora zone was where the violence .
started in 2006 for which
reason it has been part of the survey for this study.

For the quantitative method, a survey was conducted at household level to gather quantitati
ntitative

data by selecting representative samples from the total household population in the study are
a

using simple random sampling. The simple random sampling was used for its ability to

provide equal probability of selection from their respective groups (Gay et al., 2009). The

survey was conducted at household level. Five areas (Agaro, Asendabo, Beshasha, Challoo
ere selected purposively. In the

and Chaggoo), where the religious violence were witnessed, W

process of determining sample size, the researcher used Watson (2001) formula and also

considered four conditions; 95% degree of confidence interval, +/- 5 margin of error, 50%

variance in the population and 50% response rate. Total household population of the five

Kebeles was 9132. From this population, the researcher selected 850 households using

Watson sample size determination formula as shown below.

Pi-p]
A PP
22 N_
n=
R

Where
n= sample size required
N= Number of household in 9132

P= Estimate variance in population (50 -50)

A= Precision Desired (0.05)
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Z= Confidence Level 1.96

R= Estimated Response rate (0.5)
In addition, to enhance the quality of data and get high response rate, the data collection
process was held through personal interview. Consequently, the data collection team
distributed questionnaires to 850 respondents to collect required data and 800 of them
responded positively. Ultimately, 185 from Agaro, 145 from Asendabo, 170 from Bashasha,

154 from Calloo and 146 participants from Caggoo participants responded positively to the

survey questionnaires. Accordingly, the response rate of the study was found to be 94%.

Respondents from Agaro town have also been included in the study for two main reasons.
First, Agaro is the closest big town to Caggoo kebele where the violent religious conflict
erupted for the first time. As such, the response to the conflict was felt nowhere sooner than
Agaro. Second, the town is composed of people with various religious and ethnic identities
Agaro is one of the areas where the impact of the conflict in terms of disrupting long

established social capital is apparent. Moreover, the town is one of the focal areas where

attempts to restore broken social ties as a means of resolving the conflict are undertaken

aggressively.

On the other hand, the religious leaders, politicians, individuals working in formal justice
systems, conflict victim families and community leaders, elders, women and youth as the
respondents of the qualitative data were selected using purposive sampling technique. This
technique was chosen because it was expected to help the researcher in selecting participants

who had direct relation with the issue under study and who could provide their insights and

share their experiences (Gay et al., 2009; Trochin, 2001).
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3.5. Instruments of Data Collection, Standardization and
Operationalization of Variables

3.5.1. Instruments of Data Collection
Since the study employed a mixed approach, the data gathering tools comprised both
qualitative and quantitative types. The quantitative data was collected using closed and open
ended structured questionnaire particularly, the Social Capital Assessment Tool (SCAT). The
SCAT is a multifaceted instrument designed by the World Bank Group to collect social
capital data at the household, community and organizational levels. An important feature of

this tool is the detailed information about structural and cognitive social capital that is

collected at the level of the household. The tool aims to generate quantitative data on various

dimensions of social capital as part of a larger household survey.

As regards the qualitative data, a semi-structured in-depth interview guide was prepared by
get additional information on the nexus between social capital and its role in

the researcher to
provide

2. The semi-structured interview offers a rich source of data which

the study are
epth inquiry

ondents to explain their opinion freely and allow for more in-d

access to the resp
s is that they

ecessary (Koech, 1995). The advantage of probing question

or probing where n
09). The

e argument clearer (Ingham & Zessen, 1997 in Getnet, 20

may help to make th
h a total of 47 interviewees purposely selected from elders,

interview was conducted wit
religious leaders, politicians, individuals working in the formal justice systems, conflict
victim families and community leaders. The contact with each interviewee took about 20 to

30 minutes.
discussion (FGD) tool was used to gain an in-depth

Other than this, focus group
GD seeks to

understanding on how micro, meso and macro level social capitals interact. The F
inion, and is effective for assessing broad range of views on a specific

illuminate group Op
tilized to describe and examine evolution m bridging and

topic (FHI, 2005). The tool is u
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bonding social capi : ict i
pitals; how conflict is caused, averted i
> s and healing process started;
; and how
traditional conflict resolution mechanisms help avert incidence of violent conflict. A total
h . tal of
12 focus group discussions were conducted in Agaro, Bashasha, Asendabo and Chall
s alloo.
Ther i in n
e were 9 to 12 discussants in each group representing different sections of the

communities. The discussion with each focus group took from 1:30 to 2 hours. In each of the

areas discussio . .
cussions were organized for women/girls, boys, elders and religious leaders

The . .
process of carefully selecting key informant respondents and members of the focus group
discussi i e ) )

on was intended to help minimize investigator bias, which otherwise could be a threat

t idi i o
o validity. As to the reflexivity validity threats that might have affected the interviewers

while engaging with respondents, care was taken to avoid leading questions that might bias
the respondents. The investigator being born and grown in the study area was able to have a
privilege to mobilize key informants such as high ranking political authorities, local elders

and the likes.

Moreover, observation was also used as an instrument to collect the qualitative data. The
affected by inter-group

investigator systematically observed communal practices in areas

conflicts to understand how social relations work in a post-conflict situation. The targets of
such observation were activities that engage numerous members of communities at the same
endances, holidays and the

ets, weddings, mourning, mosque and church att

time such as mark
ditional

likes. Besides, because analyzing some relevant documents enables to get ad
information to further enrich the research findings, document analysis was made focusing on
ns at different administrative levels. The selection of these

government reports and decisio
t as to their utility in achieving the

documents was based on the researcher’s judgemen

purpose of this study.
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3.5.2. Operationalizati
p nalization of Variables
This study intended to assess the dynamism of social capital wi
- . with regard to conflict and
raditional conflict resolution mechanisms. The traditional conflict resoluti
solution mechanisms
will be treated as the de ' . .
pendent variable. Social capital, that aff
A ects the outcome, wi
, will be
treated as the independent variable. H
. However, both the dependent i
! and independent vari
riables
in this case are variables whose natures will be highly determined by the dynamics of i
S of inter-
group conflicts based on religious differentiation. As such, inter-group conflict was treated
ed as

an interdependent variable for its ability to cut across both the dependent and independent

variables. _ .
The measurements of those variables are explained below along with the

appropriate types of sources of data.

i. Social Capital
Social capital has been measured using the short and adapted version of the Social Capital

Assessment Tool (SCAT)-which is developed by the World Bank to measure social capital in

low-income settings. The SCAT instrument was validated in Vietnam and Peru, which

supports its use in low-income settings. The instrument clearly differentiates structural social
capital and cognitive social capital. Structural social capital comprises interpersonal
relationships formed through participation in formal or informal organizations or networks,
attitudes, and beliefs among

whereas cognitive social capital comprises values, norms,

neighbors, friends, and relatives at the community level.

ii. Inter-group Conflict
o consensus on what good

a fledgling field, and currently, there is n
ework (CAF)

Conflict analysis is still
pted the Conflict Analysis Fram

conflict analysis entails. This study ado

nk and focused on social and ethnic

dicating variables for analysis. Th

developed by World Ba relations, governance, political
ese indicators

institutions and external factors as major in
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t COnﬂiCtS i
mn rela‘tion

with social capital and traditional conflict resolution mechanismg i th
S In the study area. Th
| | - The two-
way impacts of inter-group conflicts were explained qualitatively. Data fr
- Data from focus
group

discussions, in-depth interviews and network analysis were used to explaj
plain the interact;
ction

between conflict and social capital.
iii. Traditional Conflict Resolving Mechanism- Religious Forum for Peace

The main focus of investigating traditional conflict resolution mechanism is to check th
(+
effectiveness of the traditional conflict resolving institute-Religious Forum for Peace-in

resolving inter-religious conflicts established in the aftermath of the conflict.

The forum was first initiated in Agaro area with few individuals who are religious leaders
from the Orthodox-Christianity and Islam religions. Most of these initiators of the forum have

longtime friendship since their childhood, and wanted to exploit their longtime friendship as

part of their social capital to establish a forum for religious tolerance to restore and maintain

the peaceful co-existence in their communities. After a while, the forum gained support and

e from the local government and the community. Later on in 2011, the forum

acceptanc
eligious doctrines and was established a “Religious Forum

embraced members from other r
Anecdotal evidences suggest that the forum has brought successful changes in

for Peace”.
sult

resolving conflict issue that might lead to violence and building peace in the area; as a 1€

ure expanded to the level of kebeles in all Woredas of Jimma zone.

of which its struct
gly. The

The effectiveness of this traditional conflict-resolving institute was assessed accordin

d on existing social relations and its
f the traditional conflict res

effectiveness was examined base relevance in resolving
olving

inter-religious conflicts. The success and/or failure stories 0
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were considered vital in i ifyi
al in identifying causes of inter-group conflicts, th
1cts, the social
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us of investigating traditional conflict resolution mechanism is to check th
&
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ss of the traditional conflict resolving institute-Religious Forum for Peace-in

resolving inter-religious conflicts established in the aftermath of the conflict.

The forum was first initiated in Agaro area with few individuals who are religious leaders
from the Orthodox-Christianity and Islam religions. Most of these initiators of the forum have
longtime friendship since their childhood, and wanted to exploit their longtime friendship as
part of their social capital to establish a forum for religious tolerance to restore and maintain
ities. After a while, the forum gained support and

existence in their commun

the peaceful co-
Later on in 2011, the forum

the local government and the community.

acceptance from
shed a “Religious Forum

embraced members from other religious doctrines and was establi
for Peace”. Anecdotal evidences suggest that the forum has brought successful changes in
peace in the area; as a result

resolving conflict issue that might lead to violence and building
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iii. Traditional Conflict Resolving Mechanism- Religious Forum for Peace
The main focus of investigating traditional conflict resolution mechanism is to check the
effectiveness of the traditional conflict resolving institute-Religious Forum for Peace-in
resolving inter-religious conflicts established in the aftermath of the conflict.
The forum was first initiated in Agaro area with few individuals who are religious leaders
from the Orthodox-Christianity and Islam religions. Most of these initiators of the forum have
longtime friendship since their childhood, and wanted to exploit their longtime friendship as

part of their social capital to establish a forum for religious tolerance to restore and maintain

the peaceful co-existence in their communities. After a while, the forum gained support and
acceptance from the local government and the community. Later on in 2011, the forum
embraced members from other religious doctrines and was established a “Religious Forum

for Peace”. Anecdotal evidences suggest that the forum has brought successful changes in

ving conflict issue that might lead to violence and building pe
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resol ace in the area; as a result

of which its structure expanded to the lev

tional conflict-resolving institute was assessed accordingly. The

The effectiveness of this tradi

xamined based on existing social rela
ilure stories of the traditional conflict resolving

1 i i levance in resolvin
effectiveness was € tions and its re g

inter-religious conflicts. The success and/or fa

65



institute m restorin br en i
Ok 1 1
g SOC]al relatlous m posl—conflict 1
scenarios will be &
assessed and it
S

effectiveness will also be examined

h.e na] S1S Of h t (& ualitative m F T
y this var ]ab]e was l[lade b()th thl Ough quant]ta 1w and q 1‘

the quantitative analysi i 1
ys1s, structured questionnaires were used to det i ff
ermine the e ective
of traditional conflict r ing insti i N
£ tr esolving institute both in fostering existing ial
social relations and i
S m

restoring broken social relations in post-conflict scenario
s.

Nonectheless, the essences of traditi i
, 1onal conflict resolvin i
g mechanisms cannot b
e wholly
aptured on a quantitati
cap q ative measure alone. Therefore, a qualitative data analysis was employed
| ploye
in order to explain both the inherent values entrenched in the mechanisms and the reasons f
or

which the community members prefer the traditional mechanisms to formal/state mechanisms

of conflict litigation.
3.6. Procedures of Data Collection

Since the study employed a concurrent triangulation strategy of the mixed approach both the

qualitative and quantitative data were collected in one phase concurrently. Thus, data through

interviews and FGDs were collected simultaneously. Moreover, observations

questionnaires,
o employed to get supportive ideas to the information

and document analysis were als
1l as through questionnaires.

gh semi-structured interviews and FGDs, as we

gathered throu
onducted field activities in the selected communities

Four teams of local enumerators C

together with the investigator to gather data from informants in the study area.
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3.7. Methods of Data Analysis

Data analysis is the
s Foces ;
process of making sense out of one’s data (Merri 198
lam, 5 in Koech

1995). The methods of .
data analysis depend on the nature of the basic questi d th
ions and the type

of data collected. Regardi o
garding the qualitative approach, the information obtained fr
ained from relevant

documents; the opinions gathered through semi-structured interviews and FGDs as well a

» S
through observation were first transcribed before analysis. On the other hand, the quantitative
information obtained from the responses of the close-ended questionnaires was edited
classified and organized, coded and tabulated. Statistical tools like percentages and chi-
square test were used in the process of data analysis. More specifically, test of independence
was used to identify and analyze factors that hinder and enable traditional conflict resolution
mechanisms. It was also useful in describing how the inter-religious conflict affected aspects

of social capital in the study area. Finally, the two types of data were analyzed by

triangulating the results of their findings.

3.8. Ethical Considerations

In social science research, ethical considerations are needed to minimize potential harms on

the participants while maximizing the quality of the research. The ethical considerations

ssues of informed consent, voluntary participation, respect for privacy, safeguarding

include 1
et al., 2000).

dentiality, and accuracy of the reports and results (Cohen

anonymity and confi
d adequate information about the details and purposes of

To this effect, the researcher provide
s of data gathering before they started

11 participants taking part in the processe

participating in the FGDs as well as before filling out the

the study for a

responding to the interviews and

questionnaires.
iological, moral

K in line with the cultural, soc

The investigator took the utmost carc to wor
y area during the conduct of the investigation. Particularly,

and religious aspects of the stud
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the identity of respondents was handled with careful considerations for confidentiality and the

data they provided were used based on their explicit consent. Moreover, efforts were also

made not to include sensitive questions that could cause participants discomfort. The
researcher assumed the responsibility of elaborating the academic purpose of the study in

view of both acquiring relevant data and the need to establish confidence among the

respondents. The privacy of individual respondents was also respected duly in the attempt to
attain the highest possible level of ethical and academic conduct.

Moreover, the researcher showed the participants the information/data he collected from them
for accuracy and privacy check immediately after the interview and the FGD sessions
Finally, after collecting the necessary data along with the assistant data collectors, the
researcher assumed the responsibility when reporting data and results that he perceived as the

most accurate and also reported problems and weaknesses experienced in the study as well as

the positive aspects of the study.



Chapter Four

4. Data Presentation, Analysis and Interpretation

This chapter presents data collected from research participants on religious confliots in Jimma
zone, the post-conflict evolution of social capital in the study area, the link between social
capital and religious conflicts in Jimma zone, and the role of the Religious Forum for Peace,
However, before delving into the details of data presentation, analysis and interprotation,

some overview of the characteristics of the respondents is provided below.

4.1. Characteristics of the Respondents

Overall, a total of eight hundred (800) residents responded to the questionnaires. The
respondents are from four areas that have seen violent religious conflicts after 2006 namely
Asendabo, Beshasha, Calloo and Caggoo. Respondents from Agaro town were also included
for Agaro is the largest town closest to the area where the violence started. Also, Agaro is a
town where the impact of the conflict on social capital was uniquely noted due to the multi-

ethnic and multi-religious characteristics of its population.

The respondents were from various lifestyles in terms of their ethnic, religious and
professional identities. The questionnaires were made available to various age groups while
the gender aspect has also been addressed in a balanced way. The benefit of addressing
respondents of various characteristics, above all, lies in its expediency to shed light on the
nature of social capital as comprehensively as possible. Below is the presentation of the

characteristics of the respondents explained in detail.

Of the total 800 respondents, 185 of them were from Agaro town as shown in Table 1 below.
The rest of the respondents were from Asendabo (145), Beshasha (170), Chaggoo (146) and

Challoo (154). In terms of ethnicity, the largest of the respondents were Oromos who
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constituted close to 65% of the respondents. The Yem constituted the second largest ethnic
group of respondents at 9.3% followed by the Amhara at 8% and the Tigre at 4.8%.
Respondents from other ethnic groups constituted about 13%. In terms of religion, about 53%

of the respondents were Muslims while Orthodox and Protestant Christians constituted 27%

and 20% of the respondents respectively.

Table 1: Summary of the Areas, Ethnicities and Religious Characteristics of the Respondents

Kebele of the Respondents




Figure 2 below describes the religious characteristics of the respondents based on their

ethnicity. Of the total Oromo respondents, 71% of them were adherents of Islam while 14%
nity. Also, 51% of the

and 15% of them were followers of Orthodox and Protestant Christia
of

respondents from the Yem ethnic group were Orthodox Christians while 27% and 22%
e 61% of the

them were followers of Protestant Christianity and Islam respectively. Whil

Ambhara respondents were Orthodox Christians, Muslim and Protestant Christian respondents

58% of the respondents from the Tigre ethnic group were

stood at 23% and 16% respectively.
respondent group

Orthodox Christians while Protestant Christians and Muslims of the Tigre

constituted 24% and 18% of the respondents.




Figure 2: Distribution of Respondents’ Religions by Ethmcity
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The educational profile of the respondents was also assessed based on a category of five

aggregations: Category One- Iliterates; Category Two- Read Only; Category Three- Grades
| to 4; Category Four- Grades 5 to 9; Category Five- Grades 10 and above. The largest group
of Muslim respondents fell within the fourth category while the least size of those
respondents were in the second category. The patterns observed for Protestant and Orthodox
highest respondents were in the fifth group

Christian respondents were similar wherein the

and the lowest size of respondents fell within the second category.



mal Status of the Respondents by Religion
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In terms of ethnic groups, the largest size of Oromo respondents (35%) were within the fifth
category of grade 10 and above while the lowest size of Oromo respondents were in the
second category of Read Only (3%). Similar pattern was observed for the Amhara
respondents as the largest of them (38%) were in the fifth category and the second category
composed the least of the respondents at 8%. The third category composed the largest of the
Tigre respondent group at 29% while the first and second category were both sharing the

least of the respondents at 11%. As for Yem respondents, 38% of them were in fourth

category which composed the largest of the respondents and the least were in the second

category at 7%.



Figure 4: Educational Status ol the Respondents by Ethnicity
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4.2. An Overview of Religious Conflicts in Jimma

4.2.1. Changes in the Politico-Religious Landscape of the Study Area
in the Pre-Conflict Period

One of the causes of conflict in the study area that informants repetitively pointed out was the
political changes of the nation in the post-1991 period. Once the Derg regime was
overthrown, all religious groups were allowed the space to air their views and promote their
doctrines. The change was unprecedented for it presented the state as an authority that
considered the promotion of all religions as its responsibility. This was a major breakthrough
for the state’s authority that only promoted Orthodox Christianity in the preceding eras.

Though the Derg officially pursued a secular ideology, the dominance of Orthodox

Christianity never receded in practice.
After the restructuring of the Ethiopian state along the line of ethno-linguistic federalism, the
advancement of equality of nations and religious freedom were accompanied by the political

commitment of the elites who stamped their policy in the 1995 constitution of the Federal



) \
ESLLIAY

40
KRN
A%
23%
20%
185%
1%
5%

[O%

b bducational Statas ot th

Qromao

4.2.

Tigre

Respondents by L thiiety

an%

Amhara

RLRY

Yoem

Others

Total

m lliterate

m Read Only
m 1-4 Grade
| 3-9 Grade

@ Grade 10 And Above

An Overview of Religious Conflicts in Jimma

4.2.1. Changes in the Politico-Religious Landscape of the Study Area
in the Pre-Conflict Period

One of the causes of conflict in the study area that informants repetitively pointed out was the

political

overthrow
doctrines. The
considered the promotion

for the state’s

change

s of the nation in the post-1991 period. Once the Derg regime was
n, all religious groups were allowed the space to air their views and promote their
change was unprecedented for it presented the state as an authority that

of all religions as its responsibility. This was a major breakthrough

authority that only promoted Orthodox Christianity in the preceding eras.

Though the Derg officially pursued a secular ideology, the dominance of Orthodox

Christianity never receded in practice.

After the restructuring of the Ethiopian state along the line of ethno-linguistic federalism, the

advancement of equality of nations and religious freedom were accompanied by the political

commitment of the elites who stamped their policy in the 1995 constitution of the Federal
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ened a new cra where all the major religions

Democratic Republic of Ethiopia. The period op
or the publicity of their doctrines on a politically equal ground. Islam and

had to compete |
k advantage of the new political ground

protestant Christianity were the religions that too
while Orthodox Christianity had to assume a defensive posture (Prunier & Ficquet, 2015).

to equal standing still had a downside. The

Nonetheless, the changes that brought all religions
€ new

verhaul of relationships amongst the religions came before the rules of th

sudden ©
us one where the

relations were established (KI-1, 2015). The space became an amorpho
distinctions between promoting one’s own religion and attacking the doctrines of others were

blurred (KI-3, 2015). In the end, the religious implications of the nation-wide change in the

political structure in the study area begot mixed blessing at least in the beginning of the

e for equality was bloated enough to disrupt the course of

process. The delight of sudden hop
KI-13, 2015). While historic uneasiness emanated from the dominance of

peaceful change (
ewly structured

Orthodox Christianity, the desire to put an end to it served the purpose of a n

uneasiness (KI-13, 2015).

The discomfiture of the change was also compounded by political revelations unique to the
study area and its surroundings. The roles purported to have been played by the Islamic Front
of Oromo (IFLO), one of the numerous movements, as has been the

for the Liberation
characteristic of the day, foraged the fears and suspicions of Christians (K1-12, 2015). The
IFLO claimed to have campaigned for the exaltation of Islam in the area in the 1990s to an
extent that it threatened to ban other religions (KI-12, 2015). Notwithstanding the dubious

credibility of the roles played by [FLO, the public perception of the movement as well as the

g of its nomenclature could only have helped perpetuate the image of an

reading or misreadin

insecure future. The irony of this conundrum is that the danger this time around was posed

not just against Orthodox Christians, but also Protestant Christians, who were in the gaining

ground after the political changes of 1991, were not spared from the uncomfortable disclosure
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e revival of Islam in Ethiopia after 1991 despite the

(KI-18, 2015). This coincided with th
pulation and the EPRDF

wgecuritization of Islam by the members of the dominant Christian po

in the context of regional and global geo-politics” (Dereje, 2013).

As time went by, the ramifications of the changes in the political grounds that redefined the
relations between religions began spreading into the relations between Muslims and
ons between Muslims and Christians on personal

Christians. The historic inter-religious relati
gs of the

levels characterized by harmonious existence despite asymmetric political standin
two religions were now to be put to test (KI-24, 2015). The perils posed to the relations of the
followers of both religions had a different characteristic. While the process of revamping the
religious landscape in favor of Islam against the dominance of Christianity was based on a
nation-wide ideational and political frame, the danger posed against the interaction between
followers of both religions threatened personal and social make-ups of the communities.
Moreover, the driving force of change that targeted the social and inter-religious interactions
of members of the communities is peculiar in its origin. The origin of the developments that
later disrupted the inter-religious interaction was largely intra-religious (KI-1, 2015). As
shown below, the developments in this regard were results of changes in some aspects of the

practices within Islam (@stebg, 2014). This change, in fact, was not limited to the study area

nor did it emerge there. It was largely a result of new developments within Islam in the

Middle East and the Horn of Africa. As witnessed in the violence after 2006, the

ramifications of the intra-religious development were radically different from the

consequences of the post-1991 political changes in Ethiopia. Nonetheless, this assertion

should not be taken to mean that there were no areas where the macro-political change in

Ethiopia after 1991 and the intra-religious changes within Islam met. This account is

addressed in detail in the following section.
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4.2.2. Islamic Reform Movements a
the Study Area

Interaction in
n began to surface in the study area after the

Emergent trends within the religion of Islar

According to informants, those new practices were

change of regime in Ethiopia in 1991.
o served under the Derg regime until 1991

prought into the area by returning soldiers wh
the national army

(FGD 1-1. 2015; KI-1, 2015). Those soldiers who particularly served in
oser to the Ethio-Sudanese and Ethio-Somali borders were the ones that the informants

cl
slamic practices (KI-1, 2015). The practices they

identified as the agents of changes in the 1
Ethiopian Muslims

brought to the study area were believed to be new to the belief system of

at large (KI-18, 2015).

returning soldiers were never felt

Nonetheless, the impacts of those practices brought by
et, this perspective is informative of the emergence of new religious trend in

immediately. Y
only to be comprehended

the Horn of Africa. The full scale impact of the trend, however, was

ter on. Two major and related developments were the prime movers of this change.

la
Firstly, the rivalry among Middle Eastern Islamic states particularly after the end of the Cold
War was to lead them to the path of embracing Islam as a new force of influence in the region

and beyond. The states embarked on sponsoring a brand of Islam which they thought would
serve their interests best. In this regard, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, a major actor in the
game, began promoting the doctrines of Islam known as Wahhabism and Salafism (Qstebe,

2014). One of the instruments in introducing the doctrine was providing scholarships to

individuals who wanted to study Islamic theology. The Islamic University of Medina began

hosting such students from different countries. After completion of their study, those students

were expected to return to their home states and contribute to the expansion of the teachings

of this trend in Ethiopia is explained shortly below. But few words

they acquired. The impact

abound on the other major development first.
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were expected to return to their home states and contribute to the expansion of the teachings

they acquired. The impact of this trend in Ethiopia is explained shortly below. But few words
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\ctor that could be taken both as an outcome of the changing role of Islam after
m in the Horn of Africa is

The second fé

agent of change in the role of Isla

e coalition led by Omar al-Bashir and

the Cold War in part and as an
ussociiHCd with regime change in Sudan in 1989. Th
ted the coalition

n after a staged coup d’état that ous

assumed power in Suda
en the Cold War receded

Hassan al-Turabi
government of Prime Minister Sadiq al-Mahdi. This was a period wh
r. The change in Sudan occurred

ments withered away one after anothe

alist govern
ctatorship of Mengistu Hailemaram’s

and sOCi
ars before the crumbling of the socialist di

e changes were underlined by one fact: the

on IV two Y€

g regime in Ethiopia. The implications of thes

Der:
ements. This

e of legitimacy for political mov

st concept of class was no longer the sourc

vements searched for an alternative ideological

Marxi
represented the time during which political mo
foundation of power. For the movement that dominated power in Sudan- the National Islamic
Front, the alternative lied in Islam. As such, the regime in Sudan became a brand of
expeditious Islamic teachings in the Hom of Africa. While the hostility between the
Ethiopian and the National Islamic Front reached its climax in the mid-1990s (Elrich, 2010),
the deadly political evidence of this new development came after the 1995 assassination
attempt on President Hosni Mubarak of Egypt in Addis Ababa when the Sudanese
o have provided shelter for the assailants (Tbrahim, 1995).

government was rumored t

Furthermore, as aforementioned carlier, scholarship opportunities to students to pursue higher
education in Islamic theology was another instrument of marking influence in the region as
has been the case with Saudi Arabia. Ethiopian Muslims from different areas were also
beneficiaries of these scholarship schemes. The fact that the scholarships covered tuition and
living expenses attracted a large number of students. Students from Jimma area were also
participants in the scholarships. While soldiers who served under the Derg regime were
assumed to be the first agents of the new teachings in the study area, returning clerics who
studied Islamic theology abroad were later to have more influence in the change (K1-2, 2015).
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hings whosc results were transferred to

within Islam and the [slamic teacl
n relations in Ethiopia

The developments
tributed to rough Muslim-Christia

later con
s that

¢ community members
were different from the practice

th
(KI-1, 2015). The impacts of the new teachings
jitionally prevailed in Ethiopia (KI-1, 2015). Its danger was magnified because the

trac
religious interaction in the study

chings promoted struck a chord of inter-

l,mcliccs the new tea

arca.
e first witnessed within Islam

tions brought by the new practices wer

Nonetheless, the disrup
road returned to the area, they began

r the students that studied Islamic theology ab
2015). The new doctrines they brou:

sm which had

itself. Afte
noting their doctrine aggressively (KI-18, ght, known

prot
gerheads with practitioners of Sufi

Wwahhabism and Salafism, put them at log
f Ethiopian Islam traditionally (KI-3, 2015
mosques (KI-5, 2015).

as

). The preachers

been the characteristic doctrine 0

of Wahhabism and Salafism began replacing Sufi Sheikhs in different
hey gained from outside sources enabled them 10 edge their Sufi rivals

The financial support t
Iready built mosques (KI-5,

loy the traditional practice of preaching in a

who were used to emp
g funds, the proponents of

2015). Against the disinterest of Sufi leaders in solicitin
Wahhabism and Salafism not only were able to build new mosques but also attracted an
increasing size of followers (KI-3, 2015). Some of the new advocates left their positions as
¢ the financial benefits of the new doctrine were more attractive

government employees sinc
ulative effects of the process enabled the advocates of the

(KI-3, 2015). Gradually, the cum

new doctrines to establish their pre-eminence over the leaders of the traditional sect.

Once the dominance of the new teachings prevailed, the confrontation expanded to the inter-

religious Muslim-Christian sphere (KI-1, 2015). The ramifications of the Muslim-Christian
confrontation were much more disastrous than the intra-religious rivalry between Islamic

sects as evidenced by the violence after 2006. This was due largely to the exclusivist set of

socio-cultural practices which the new teachings embraced. The characteristics of the
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ijn contrast to previous trends of inter-

. cs, 2 L . -
practic religious social capital, brought sharp

sisparities in the Muslim-Christian interaction. It was this observation that led @stebs (2010)

1o conclude that it was the divisive strategy of the proponents of the new teachings that

jayed 2 central role in the 2006 conflict.

at the dawn of the violence in the study area, specific teachings that widened the gap

petween Muslims and Christians thereby disrupting the foundations of inter-religious social

capital Were broadly publicized (FGD 1-1, 2015). The movement that was believed to have

been at the center of this disruption was the Takfir wal Hijra- a movement with exclusivist

approach even to Salafism- propounded teachings that were disposed to fuel intra- and inter-

religious tensions (Dstebe, 2010). The major practices prohibited by the new teachings
included, among others, greeting Christians and sharing/exchanging milk and honey with
Christians. Moreover, observing Mawlid (the celebration of the birth of Prophet Mohammed)

a5 a religious holiday, Hajji (pilgrim to the holy city of Mecca) and paying tax to the

government Were banned as Kufr (sin). Those who did so in violation of the teachings were

dubbed Kafir (sinners) (KI-1, 2015; KI-3, 2015; FGD 1-1, 2015).

All in all, the teachings propounded this way were simply helping in the synthesis of an

exclusivist set of social capital for followers of Islam in the study area. This development fits

the claim of Nahapiet and Ghoshal (1998) that a set of shared interpretive schemes and

systems of meaning such as codes, symbols, narratives and languages used by people in 2

network are employed to make sense of their behaviors and of the environment. This aspect

of social capital influences individual perceptions of meaning and reality in relationships

(Nahapiet & Ghoshal, 1998). In the context of the study area, one of the results of this

: i i and
development was the deterioration of mtcr-pcrsonal relations between Muslims

Christians,
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4.2.3. The Vieolence and its Aftermath

he immodiste period preceding the violence was marked by souring relations between
Muslims and Christians. Deep suspicions and sporadic acts of violence at individual levels
were spreading in Gomma Woreda and adjacent areas (FGD 2-1, 2015). Living peacefully
mmmmmwnmmmmmm
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eskel celebration, as it wa
of M as too close to a mosque (K1-12. 2
| -12,2015). Yet the demands of th
aslims were not met by the Christi e
- wistians for the latter insisted on h Idi

. ' S1s olding the celebration in

me site as 1t had been :
he $a the case before (KI-6, 2015). T ak
; . To make things worse, a police

jon that separated the mos
statl que and the bonfire site had been removed " ‘
ved months earlier upon

he request of members of the Muslim community (KI-3, 20
-3, 2015).

n attempt to resolve the . )
Ina brewing dispute through a traditional way, elders of the area
liberatin t ' ’
pegan dell g on the possible ways out of the conundrum (FGD 4-1, 2015). Incidentall
-1, . Incidentally,

e thrown in the directi e
a ston ection of the sitting elders hit one of the elders in the head. One of

th .

the sons of the person who has been hit by the stone, after returning home from fieldwork,
looked at his father’s wound (KI-1, 2015). He picked his gun and went to the mosque before
beginning to fire indiscriminately at Muslims coming out of the mosque after completing
their Ramadan prayers killing four and wounding five others (KI-1, 2015)

uing disorder went on for days without any entity being able to restore order. The

The ens
o wide areas

Muslims were massacred by Christians was quickly disseminated t

news that
2, 2015). One of the areas where the news arrived

through telephone communications (KI-

he adjacent Gomma Woreda (KI-2, 2015). Things were more

fast was Beshasha kebele of t
f the person who has been hit, had crossed to

complicated in Beshasha because the son 0
d the four persons and wounded

e he surrendered to police after he kille

Beshasha town wher
nce the news of his detention in the h

ands of the police

the other five persons (KI-4, 2015). O
4, 2015). Yet the

was heard, Muslims of the area began to demand his public execution (KI

with their demands angered the Muslims who then

refusal of the security forces to comply
(K1-2, 2015).

church located in Beshasha

attempted to burn the Abune Gebremenfes Kidus
82



e meantime, Christians fro ;
n th m different kebeles of Gomma W
ma Woreda fled to A
garo town for

they could see no lessening of the tension (FGD 1-2
(he covenam of the church with them and staved i “:(‘]’I 5, FGD 2-1, 2015). They brought
jater they asked the Woreda administration whcthcr1: :’r days (KI-2, 2015). Some days
administration answered positively and provided them Wi:h :v:a:; been drcstored which the

. ousand birr for their return
015). Their return was set for the 14" of October 2006 based on their desire to

(KI-26, 2
(urn the covenant of the 4b
re une Gebremenfes Kidus church and hold the annual celebration

at the site of the church the next day (KI-26, 2015). In their journey, they were joined some
residents of Agaro town who wanted to partake in the holiday (KI-7, 2015). Nonetheless

they Were attacked in the church on the evening of 14 October 2006 resulting in the death o’f
five and injury of forty six people (KI-2, 2015). The attack during the night only ended when

the tires of the burning truck that brought the covenant from Agaro produced huge explosion

forcing the attackers to assume that security forces had arrived (KI-26, 2015)

However, security forces arrived late in the night and they remained on duty in different areas
for the coming several days (KI-26, 2015). In the end, as data gathered from the Religious

orum for Peace office which was established after the conflict showed, the violence had

F
ed large destructions including the demolishing of twelve houses and the burning of

produc
eight houses, three Protestant and one Orthodox Christian churches, and

three hundred sixty-
one grinding mill besides the human casualties.

The vibe of violence started to resurface in the area in 201 1. This time around the areas where

three weredas: Omonada, Turafeta and Kersa (K1-47, 2015).

violence was observed included
f this round of violence were Protestant

Unlike the violence in 2006, the primary victims 0

Christians (FGD 3-1, 2015).
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Thc p op tant ristians in the a re
as were fundam y
entall relatcd to the

] se in the size of Prote L
inere? st Chnsua"it)’ followers. |
S. In the years th
at preceded the

yiolence members of Protestant Christianity were ape to as :
constWC‘iO" of churches in large number K3, 2015 sert their presence through the
mcreasiﬂg by ithe ey (ele), 2015). Nonetheless, the- incjenu-mbe.r o comverts was aiso
Christianity Was DEVEL an acceptable reality particularly fora::: u:ﬂuence R
religious community (KI-47, 2015). The expression of the gri: eaders of the Muslim
va :
reverberation of the pre-2006 narrative. As such, the period immedi tnjesbv;as H:l .
ately before the violence

saw the echoing of the instigation that an area meant only for the prevalence of Islam was
aow being invaded by an illegitimate religion (KI-9, 2015).

The violence started after the eruption of the allegation that pieces of the Holy Kuran were
found in a Protestant Christianity church premise (KI-3, 2015). Things went out of order from

then on. Data obtained from the Religious Forum for Peace office showed that in the
destruction that followed, sixty-five churches and ninety-eight houses were burnt. Ninety-
seven houses were also reported to have been looted. Beside seven hundred families that
sought refuge in Jimma town, six thousand individuals from Turafeta and one hundred ten
families from Kersa areas were temporarily displaced. Overall, the property damage the
violence brought was estimated at fifty million birr in financial terms. The astounding aspect

of the violence was that all it took for the damages to take place was just a week. It was a

storm that transpired from the second of March to the tenth of March 2011 (KI-3, 2015).

43. The Post-Conflict Evolution of Social Capital in the Study Area

4.3.1. Religion and Social Capital
tal in the study area, the rescarcher

Firstly, in an attempt to understand the tenets of social capi
ip to social

tried to identify individuals’ preferences of group membership patterns. Membersh
it be descriptive of the patterns

groups was addressed in the study in a way that could enable
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of SOCia] relations in the study area. The responses were ultj .
of the dominant social groupings in the study area. The d:‘ate‘y informative of the nature
d yﬂamjcs of the social groups for they reveal the composmo: also provided insight into the
ging members have about their particular groups s of the groups and the sense of

pelon

ose of this stud i
For the PUP udy, social groups were taken to be formal and inft
. and informal associations
where people from different walks of life come together to pursue co
mmon social purposes
ls, religious worshi i
such as funerals, orships, credit provisions/
ekub etc. The natur
. e of the groups
. ending on the i
giffer dep g purposes for which they are established and the characteristics of the

s (KI-44, 2015). For i
members { ) nstance, some groups are exclusivists in terms of religion as in

Christian congregatlons/ tsewa where only followers of Christianity attend or in terms of

ession as in farmers’ associati
prof ations whose members are farmers (KI-44, 2015). Yet other

groups draw their memberships from people of different religious and ethnic identity. Edir 1s

a peculiar example where people of various religious and ethnic identities come together for

the purpose of honoring the deceased and managing the funeral processes in the study area

(FGD 2-3, 2015; FGD 3-1, 2015).

oups, despite differences in structures,

s of encompassing various forms of gr

The benefit
would help explain the

are manifold. Firstly, such an approach

compositions and objectives,
e of social

ffairs have on the building and maintenanc

determining impacts that religious a
a. Moreover, the treatment of as much social groups as available would

capital in the study are
will reveal the basis

in the end help determine the order of groups in importance. In turn, this
ulation conceptualizes social capital. Unearthing the rationales

through which the local pop
plications for social

for putting one group before another would also be informative of the im

capital.

85



r to understand how ad
n orde adherenc ;
I e to a particular religion affect
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chi-square independent n. F ct in the study area was fra
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. | iIctin t S ’
.|y along religious lines, t r
: he test enables us compr hend
S ehend how that .
same factor, 1.€..

cligion, affects membership to social groups as a form of soci
- social capital. As indicated n
ple 2 below, Pearson Chi-Squ
Ta quare shows that there is a significant relationship b th
elationship between the

freligio he pcople n the stud f al oups
nt y SOCI gr

type ©
. 2
y enlist t0 25 members ¥ (df =2, N=800) =1
s == 147 — 2
) 0, p =.003. That is, Christians were more

the
st to six-to-seven soci
cial groups than were Muslims (9.9% to 4%). Table 2 shOWS

likely t© enli
n actually

istians who have mem ; .
berships to the sizes of social groups under discussio

that Chr
ix-to-seven groups

¢+ more than the expected while Muslims with memberships t
ips to s

coun
slims were more likely t0 enlist

ually count lesser than the expected. On the other hand, M
5 u

act
o than were Christians (51.6% to 45.7%). Also, the size of

o social groups of one-to-tw
d while

gI'OllpS Of OIle‘tO't\NO aCtuau)‘ ccullt more tharl [he E:LF

t

Muslims who belong to

Christians that enlist to one-to-two social groups actually count lesser than the exp

Table 2: Test of Independence for Membership Sizes to Social Groups in the Study Area.

2015
WE‘—- Muslims | Christians Total
Social
Groups
Respondents
Belong to
One-to-Two | Count 220 171 391 |
Expected Count 208.2 182.8 391.0 |
5% within Religion of 51.6% \ 45.1% \ 43.9ﬂ
respondents
Std. Residual .8 -9 4\
Three-to- | Count 189 166 355 |
Five | Expected Count 189.0 166.0 355.0 |
% within Religion of 44 4% 44 4% 44.4°ﬂ
respondents & .. ¢ :
Std. Residual of 90 |
Six-to- | - 17 374 54 |
Seven EXPCCW 28.8 252 54.0
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Chi-Square Tests
Value

11.708"

- 11.852 3
Li
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Further statistical description of the data points to some specific factors that abet the number

of social groups to which people belong to be dependent on religion. Figure 5 below shows @

membershi i ;s
ip to social groups from a religious perspective without

gcneral overview of
e Muslim

making reference to the type or nature of the social groups. As such, half of th

respondents (50%) have memberships in one-to-two social groups. This proportion is only

o Protestant Christian respondents as 4
portion (45.1%) of Orthodox Christians has

next t 7% of the respondents have memberships to one-

to-two social groups. The largest pro
oups. The latter group of respondents also has the

memberships t0 three-to-five social gr
o Muslim

to six-to-seven groups (17.7) as compared t

highest size of memberships that belong
ave 5% and 13% memberships to similar number

and Protestant Christian respondents that h
of groups respectively. It is discernible that Orthodox Christians have memberships to more
groups than adherents of Islam and Protestant Christianity. This is explained by the fact that
r a sense of insecurity lingering from the 2006 religious

Orthodox Christians, who harbo
ous identity, which they

conflict in the study area, have the tendency of asserting their religi
believe they have paid price for (KI-7, 2015; K1-37, 2015). Being drawn into various social
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i bigger scale th
ups 10 a e than ot i
et her religious groups is thei
s is their way of ensuring i
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solidarity:

Figur® o Membership to Social Groups by Religion 1
- = n the Stud ’ c
y Area, 2015
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The result for Protestant Christians also shows similar trend. As shown in Table 3, the largest

e respondents from Asendabo area have memberships to groups of three-to-five and six-

of th
o where the largest size

as compared to Protestant Christian respondents from Agar

to-seven
se adherents of

of the respondents has memberships to one-to-two groups. This 1s becau
Protestant Christianity have been victims of violence more in Asendabo and its surrounding
position to demand and realize the

ywhere else after 2010 putting them in a
y for security (FGD 3-3, 2015; K1-32, 20

Protestant Christianity is 2 primacy

area than an
15). For they had

necessity of intra-group solidarit
been targets of violence owing to their religious identity,
r in as much groups as possible.

for the followers to draw themselves togethe
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4.3.2. Post-Conflict Changes to Social Interaction
One of the lasting impacts of the conflict in Jimma was understood to be the erosion of social
capital that had been built over years. Particularly, social interactions across religious
spectrums have been at the forefront of the damage since the conflict was primarily framed
along religious lines (FGD 1-2, 2015). Yet there is a need to empirically assess the extent of

e the conflict has inflicted. One of the mechanisms to weigh the damage is assessing

damag
-conflict

the extent of changes in the number of social groups to which people belonged in pre

and post-conflict scenarios.
A chi-square test of independence result for changes (decrease or increase) in the sizes of

social group memberships after the conflict corroborates the previous findings about the
s. There is a significant relationship

relation between religion and number of social group
between the types of religion that people follow and the perceptions of changes in

membership to social groups after the conflict, X' (df=2, N=800) =7.74, p=.021.
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sults of the test regardin gr
it g changes o the sizes of membershi
; . erships to social groups after
onflict were aggregated on p
o three counts: Whether they have in, d
. creased, stayed the same or
ed. Unlike the results o ’
. f mere memberships to social grou h
ps where Christians were

to be more inclined t i
® und o belong to higher number of social gro th
ups than were Muslims,

(he results for changes in the sizes of memberships to social groups w i

As shown in Table 4, the chi-square test of independence reveals t:: ::\t; Slt'rmghtforward‘
slims were more

Jikely to engage in higher social groups than were the Christians after the conflict (55.4% to

47.1%). Muslims whose memberships to social groups increased after the conflict a'ctually

count more than the expected while Christians whose memberships to social groups increased

actually count lesser than the expected. On the other hand, Christians were more likely to

ge in fewer social groups after the conflict than were Muslims (15.8% to 10.3%). The

enga,
actual count of Christians whose engagement in social groups decreased was higher than the

expected (48.2) while the actual count of Muslims in this regard was lesser than the expected.

Table 4: Test of Independence for Changes in Memberships to Social Groups in the

Study Area, 2015
Muslims | Christians | Total
| Expected Count 412.0
n Religion of respondents

Std. Residual

Expected Couhf __

R, '.‘ﬁ}z\

Std. Rcsidual

Expected Count

Std. Residual
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Expected Count
_};.igion of respondents

+ative data obtai
qualita ained from focus group discussions (FGDs) and key informant

The

cater rews evidenced that variations regarding chan i
ges in the trends of membershi i
ships to social

are largely consequ .
. e quences of the particular understanding of the conflict and associated

gr

resolution efforts
fforts in

for Muslims, 10 particular after the conflict, is related to the focus of the resolution €
evailed at the time linked

jmmediate post—violcnce period. A conventional thought that pr

the
the cause of the violence with late changes in the practices of Islam (KI-15, 2015)

The understanding that the conflict was an inter-religious one coupled with the fact that the

large scale violence targeted Orthodox Christians
o the widespread assumption that 1t

who came together for an

first recorded
us celebration in Beshasha town easily led t

annual religio
was an attack by Muslims on Christians (FGD 1-1, 2015). Yet the violence in Beshasha was
ea of Illubabor which claimed the lives

y an attack on Muslims in Chaggo ar

in fact preceded b
o was considered as an attack by

KI-41, 2015). The attack in Chagg

of four Muslims (
ation for the preceding violence

y serving as a public justific

Christians on Muslims thereb
normously in large parts of

f violence were not only felt e

(K1-27, 2015). The ensuing rounds 0
derstood as an attack

le casualty but were also un

Western Oromia for they involved large sca
violence subsided, the

(FGD 2-1, 2015). Once the

search for the

by Muslims on Christians
search

underlying causes of the conflict continued to assume 2 religious perspective albeit the

91



B ied to disco i i
g - tri ver a histo
b 1cal background to the confli
T ict. In an atte ig |
ttempt to dig int 5

rigins of the inter-Teligious discord, a local etd
er explains:

The changes in the teachi
in
gs of some Islamic leaders started in th
achings targeted not onl ed in the early 1990s. The
y the social tie
s that held to
gether Muslim: d Christi
for long but also traditi ; " R
1onal Islamic practices as well The conflict in 20
o . onflict in 2006 was the
culmination of that chan i
ge which had be i
en building mom i
entum till then. It was a

VIOICIICG lﬂStIgated by Iew adl
g g tr d tion: l v \
1ngs a ainst aditiona socla

ractices which a
P ccommodated people of various religions (K1-44, 2015)

as a Muslim lead
Also, er from the area believed, the suddenly widening gaps in inter-
. »ious interactio
religious ns were brought to the forefront after the 1991 regime change in Ethiopia
€
Explaining his perspective, the informant claimed that:

The changes associated with the overthrowing of the Dergue regime in 1991 and the

openings of the fields for all religious actors were sudden. Though not unexpected, it

edati : ;
mark me where people tried to assert their religious position for all the historical

and political reasons. The downside, however, was that it was an experiment where

les of the game were not understood by all. That was the gap which ultimately

the ru
opened the space for some actors with radically new agendas. Those were the factors
| social ties that were characterized by inter-religious

that threatened the historica

admixtures (KI-39, 2015).

rupted in 2006, those were the accounts that grabbed the

When the inter-religious conflict e
conflict immediately after the violence in

headline of the attempts 0 explain the causes of the
e violence was perpetuated against Christians was in

Bashasha. In fact, the assumption that th
e minds of the victims; b

y the mechanisms the local officials

part sustained, particularly in th

preceded the violence.

An informant from Agaro observed that:

handled the brawling that
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The local administration i
at the time did less than desirabl
irable. In fact, the deaths at

Bashasha could have been ave
averted had it not been for the insi
_ insistence of the local
officials that those who :
evacuated from the rural viciniti
| cinities of Gomma woreda b
returned to their homes. Thos o
S. e were followe
rs of Orthod “hristiani
ox Christianity who came
S to

Agaro town in fear of lar i
ge scale violence after an earlier flict in 1t
conflict in Tluabbabora

claimed the lives of four Muslims (KI-20, 2015)

that reinforced .
A factor the conviction of those who shared the ab h
above account was the

; ome local offici i
sacking of s cal officials in what people considered was in connection with the flaw a
1 e flawe
.~ of the conflict F & .

handling ict (FGD 2-3, 2015). An informant, who was a local official at the time
of the interview, also conceded that there was some negligence on the parts of some of the
then administrators which later led to the escalation of the conflict (K1-27, 2015)
MoreoVver, the way security forces from the federal level of administration tried to contain the

t retrospectively buttressed the assumption that the violence was perpetrated by

conflic

ms against Christians. It was also a showcase that this understanding also extended t0

Musli
ecall how followers of Islam in the

els of government structure. Informants t

the upper lev
s and treated violently in what

wake of the violence were brought out to open field in mas
for the crime (KI-8, 2015; FGD 2-1, 2015). In the end, all those

Jooked like gross punishment
before, during and after the conflict were instrumental in entrenching the

developments
thought that the violence was, in simple terms, an attack by Muslims against Christians.
his linear understanding of the violence, which only helped put Muslims n

Unfortunately, t
fine the essences of the early conflict resolution initiatives.

whole on the spot, was later to de
Once the violence was halted, efforts to restore peace were initiated in the areas where further
was feared. The peculi as that they were informed

t it was violence p¢

arity of those efforts w

rpetrated by Muslims. These early

breakout of violence

by the assumption explained earlier: tha
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eﬂbﬂs‘ o o R it - SR WNC loceal .
administration were involved, were thus
L]

sed on bringing traditional Islamic ;
foc amie practices back (g the fi !
. ore whose erosi
N T N osions were taken
o be ¢ conflict. The pri
Primary wgq i
Y of achieving thi
Lowers of Tslam and Chitetias £ this was Lo ensure
pat 0 ristianity alike ici
participated | i
N N various social and cultural
vities. A religious leader wh 5 o
pctivi © Wwas part of the process af the time noted th
| . . > noted that this was done
ain two related aims. First, ¢ icipation j
o att he participation in social and cultural acti
al activities would help

the gap between foll ; y
parrow gap owers of the traditional Islamic practi 4 of th
ices and of the new

teachings (KI-36, 2015).

: actually done on & i
This was Yy top of a Vigorous attempt to convince the people to abandon the

i d
practices sponsored by the new dogma proponents and discredit the whole foundation as
something alien (KI-44, 2015). The second purpose of the attempt was to regain the

confidence of the whole community that the old lines of social relations, trust and
communication between followers of the two religions could be restored (KI-36, 20153).
Asked about the success rate of the efforts, informants were of different opinion. A particular
religious leader who was part of the early efforts to restore peace was rather upbeat about the

success of the first than the second as he claimed that they lately realized the attainment of
the latter objective rather needed time and much resources (KI-29, 2015). Focus group

discussants also reported that the efforts would have borne better results had the process been
sustained over time (FGD 1-1, 2015). Sharing some of the concerns over the level of success
brought about by the early efforts, a local official asserted that the gap was later addressed by
the Religious Forum for Peace which became active after 2011 (K1-15, 2015).

questioned. However, the

Normatively, the intentions of the early efforts were not 10 be
foundation of the process which was predicated on implicit and at times explicit lines of
ements for Muslims (K1-45, 20153).

identifying perpetrators and victims had uncomforting €l
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their dt:lsue to mo:e Cfn from what were considered the causes of the conflict. On the other
hand, the pr.oce‘SS‘ 'eplcted above could not be said to have the same impact for all religious
groups. While joining social groups for Muslims was a show of commitment in th f
in the eyes

watching local officials and religious leaders at the minimum, followers of Or:; do

IS O 0dox
Christianity in particular were preoccupied by the thoughts of victimhood and lack of justice.
For the Christians, the strengths of the efforts were not enough to match their expectations

Dissatisfaction over the whole process of conflict management only added to their lack of

stern belief in the activities of social order restoration. Demands of reparation for the

properties they have lost (KI-26, 2015), bringing perpetrators before court of law (KI-28

2015) and sincere and public apology (KI-33, 2015) were the issues that gained priority for

the Christians.

4.3.3. Post-Conflict Changes in the Level of Trust

ties to a desired level is to be informed by, among others, the

Restoration of broken social
t. The different results of the early resolution

level of trust in the post-conflict environmen
gious groups were found to be

efforts in improving social interaction for the different reli
e different religious groups regardin

revealed not only that the perception about

consistent with the perception of th g the change in the

level of trust after the violence. The assessment
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ge in the level of trust aft .
the chall er the violence was informed b
y one’s religion but also that

he results varied for the different religious group
S.

wn in Table 5 below, t - L.

As'sBO » there is a significant relationship between th £
een the types of religion

eople followed and the - .
peop perceived changes in the level of trust after the conflict 2(df
ict,

that
_200) =10.65 =.005.
gz,N 800) The results of the test regarding changes in the level f trust aft
P= e level of trust after

jct were aggre
the confli ggregated on three counts: whether they have gotten better, stayed th
er, staye e
e or gotten WOrSe. The chi-s .
sam! quare test of independence reveals that Muslims were more
- ced that the level of .
convin trust has improved after the conflict than were the Christians

0,
(51.4% 10 40.1%). The actual count of Muslims who believed in the improvement was higher
than the expected while the Christians who believed that there was an improvement in the
level of trust after the conflict actually counted lesser than the expected
also varied based on religion when it came to the perception that the level of trust

The counts
of trust has gotten worse

ed. Christians were more likely to believe that the level

has deteriorat
who believed the level has

than were Muslims (49.2% to 38.7%). The number of Christians
an the expected while the actual count of Muslims who believed so

worsened was higher th

was lesser than the expected.

ges in the Level of Trust after the

Table 5: Test of [ndependence for Chan

Conflict in the Study Arca, 2015

ECount
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Though Muslims’ perception regarding the post-conflict change in the level of trust was

stronger than the perceptions of Christians (Table 5), interview results depicted that the latter
had their reasons 0 believe that the level of trust had improved as well. The words of an
informant who lived in Agaro for about forty years shed light on this account:

dure the disruptions the conflict caused to our

as tragic enough that we had to en

an end to the violence, We had to give W

It w
ays to practices

social fabric. But once W¢ put
Jong as neighbors. We needed to

ther, borrow money and care for

that defined our lives for do the things we had been

ffee and celebrate holidays toge
oks like the drift at the time was a

2015).

doing before: drink co

of illness. Looking back, it 1o

each other at times
e solid foundation later (KI-36,

silver lining for it was to rest our trust on a mor

so helps the categorization of Protestant and

A statistical description of the results, which al

ome with the chi-square {

rceptions of the other

Orthodox Christians, revealed consistent outc est of independence.
ks different from the pe

The perception of Muslim respondents loo
understand that about half

religious group respondents. As shown In Figure 6, one can
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4%) of the Muslims and 40%
CH © of the Orthodox Christian respond
level of the trust h: spondents were of the opinion
that the ' as Changed for better after the conflict. O
. . ict. On the other hand, 38.7°

respondent 1 hand, 38.7% of

the Muslim resp s believed the level of trust has deteri d
orated after the conflict while

o of them did i
about 9.9% not notice any change. On the contrary, a li
, a little above half of the

Christian respo
prote stant pondents (53.5%) reported the case has gott
otten worse while 40.3% of

w the level of trust as i .
them 52 S 1mproving. Overall, the size of respondents who believed th:
nts who believed that

; ion stayed about the sa
the situation y the same amounted to 10.3% of the total r
otal research participants.

ure 6: Changes the Level of Trust after the Conflict by Religion in the Study A
udy Area

Fig

orthodox Christian
W Gotten better
 Gotten worse

® Stayed about the same

Protestant

Total SE
0%  20%  40%  60%  80%  100%

As indicated by the chi-square test of independence and the statistical description, Muslim

mprovement than other religious groups. The

respondents seemed far more convinced of the i

response rates that underlined improvement in the level of trust after the conflict are in part

attributable to conflict resolution efforts. While conceding that building trust right after the

violence was a difficult issue, maintained an official, the issue had been markedly improving

sants, on the other hand, asserted that the

over time (KI-31, 2015). Focus group discus
prominent challenges in improving the level of trust werc in addressing people of different
et Muslims on board than others (FGD

religions simultaneously as it was more effortless t0 &
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2015)- This assertion points t
o the fact that the trends with wh
which the level of trust

2-1,
goﬂ‘i“ues to improve varies across religions
factors that led to the variati ;
on were ultimately found to be i
¢ issues that stretched beyond

The
| contexts. For instance, an informant
’ ant stated th
at he was not h i
appy with the

locd
Characterization of the violence as “a contr .
avention carried out by few who trade in the name

fam” KI-30, 2015). Whi
of Is ( ) ile the statement is a makeup of the int ti h
e intention to show the

sides of the understandin ;
domt g of the violence by the local officials, it is also informative of

w the issucs have macro-politi A )
o political dimension. Another informant was \aborati
more elaborative

h
he claimed that his identity-
when identity-based perception is just the source of the problems that he

feels he was facing. In his own words:
The problem is not j o
P just about few individuals. It is not even just about Tslamic
extremism. It is a wi i
ider public problem that transcends the Jimma area. It is presented

a5 a transient problem propounded by handful of people but it is in fact a problem of

Jooking at Christians as people who do not belong here (K1-23, 2015)

¢ is compounded when one finds himself as a non-Oromo embracing

For others, the issu
Christianity. This is the picture an informant from Agaro town captures when <he stated that:

The issues that have been discomforting us even before the conflict are not only that
we are not Muslims. It is also because we are not Oromos. If you are a non-Oromo
burden for you. Otherwise, the pressure has been

Muslim, that might ease the

a2 Muslim especially in the immediate post-violence period (K-

enormous to become

20, 2015).
s an inter-religious onc has affected the resolution

While the description of the conflict a
ion of the conflict had its own

accompanied the descript

process, the ethnic basis that
d affected the conflict m

y religious identity ha

the area had

contribution. Yet the wa
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unwi]liﬂgly been defined decades ago in relation to th
ot :
jitical landscape. While federalism © reconfiguration of the netons
poli was largely a res
ponse to the ethno i i

P N _national discord

i pervade ational political scene, it conceded to
new conflicts underlined by

fbr new pO cr, Y 3
W esources and autonom at 10(:3.1 le (
T T Velﬁ [ Segaye7 )'

cOmpetiti
erstandings that emanate frr
nd om flawed comprehension of the federalist principles b
Y

Mis

:als not only prompt th v
local officia y p e advocacy of parochial view
views and localized interests but

.t the roles of regi
jmit the gional and local governments in dealing with conflicts (Alemayehu
e k4

also 1
_ Moreover, the undermining of
) g efforts by the government to establish and maintain

2009
closer contact with the local population due to lack of capacity has particularly resulted in

n of communiti
ities towards the government structures (Keller, 2007). These Were

dissatisfactio
the

factors that contributed both to the pre-conflict inter-religious incongruences and to
of winning the confidence of all weligious groups in the study area in the post-

inability

conflict period.
The misunderstandings of the national political formula at local levels, which unfolded
onflict in the study area, forced sections of the local populace to shed doubt on

during the €
e conflict. An informant

the sincerity and capability of local officials’ attempts to resolve th
brothers became Muslims to maintain their private properties after

mentioned that two of his
ection (K1-

slims as a proof of lack of administrative prot

nsidered the losses of non-Mu

they co
o believed that he had been unfairly treated

22,2015). Ina similar vein, another informant, wh
personal experience in explaining why he maintained a low

due to his religion, recounted his

level of trust after the conflict:
ply for a kebele house once 1 lost my own during the

[ went to the kebele office to ap
g one for I knew that

e. 1 was hopeful of gettin

there was at least

course of the violenc
etitively told to come back

one house that the officials could provide. Yet [ was rep

quest. On one fate

ful day, while I was waiting outside

until they could consider my €
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for the right time to s
peak to i
the officialg inside their offi
claiming that “our resour office, 1 heard one of them
ces are for th
ose who are i
ike us”. That w
. as when 1 learnt

that the vacant house has b
een allotted to someone else and
= and | never went back to the

office after that (KI-26, 2015)

These are the factors that explain the marked differences over the ch i
when one mOVES across religions. While the conflict reso\uii(;nar::gfjsrin - Ometd
orts were conducte
ocallys the concerns of the non-Muslims in the study area stretch to the national politi 1
' | | jonal politica
scene. OWing to lingering misreading of the national political formula, most m :\b f
. embers O

s of people are locall i
y perceived as non-natives. This is a strong factor that put

those group
ir community

le in & iti
ple position where they could not hold genuine beliefs both in the

those PeO
and local administ i
stration. Though one could not gainsay that the situation had been

mcmb ers

at before the conflict, 1 :
, it was magnified as a consequence of the violence. On the other

prevale
he conflict resolution efforts, with all their shortcomings, only contributed to

handy t
o improvements in the level of trust as

g local level challenges thereby contributing t

harnessin
y Muslims while the concerns of non-Muslims whose apprehension originated

perccived b

from the macro-political scenes remained largely unaddressed.
4.3.4. Friendship across Religions as a Measure of Social Capital

discussion illustrated how the violence affected the evolution of social capital

The foregoing
the pattern

in the study area. It also explicated the post-violence developments that impacted
rm of social groupings. Moreover, the data revealed that

of social capital particularly in the fo

also the resolution €

fforts immediately after the violence had
standing

not only the conflict but
| A widespread under

t-conflict social capita

enduring effects on the evolution of pos
gious differences was 0n¢ of the factors

of the conflict as a result mainly, if not wholly, of reli

of locally initiated resolution efforts.

that influenced the efficacy
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“"tl‘“'lt. ll i.\' W l‘l"h\\‘hih' 1o
O notice
L lhlll 5“\-‘“‘ % \
||ll|‘ wis trented SeT \
. MLl\LIIL‘I\“y mn

In the ™€
plui"‘-“g the changes it endured due to tl
ex e contlict, I'hi
O This w
¢ s because soch 1
ge socinl capital was

“‘llﬂ_liy(mlzulc¢i through the use of the pattern of slunges |
iudica(m-, Yet a consideration of the interaction hclwcu:‘ l}l\mm\ o .
W e ie g .

thmugh an individualistic perspective of assessing the latter L ld'm\“M e
4 st variable . .

mcri(s- F.,\'umining the approach that members of the comi 1<un ¢ would have its own
ommunity were (re buildi hei

social capital on @ personal terms, in contrast to the terms of social O
rms social groups, would enable one

Ve whether there was a differenis batwesn indivi
obse ence between individual-to-individual, and individual-to-
unity interaction. This coul  anhin

d be achicved through the analysis of the approaches

Coﬂll’l
__bers of the community i _—

members y in the study area employ to make friends for it depends on

. references as 0 se i ) ,

pchOﬂfll p as opposed to group membership which is rather a reflection of social

and cultural norms.

The aggregate data showed that, on average, a single Muslim respondent had close to eight
friends while Orthodox and Protestant Christian respondents had a little more than seven and
six close friends, respectively, as shown in figure 7. While Muslims in Jimma zone account
for more than 85% of the population and represent more than 53% of the respondents, this
periority did not reflect in the size of close friends the Muslim respondents

rthodox and Protestant Christi and 3%

numerical su
ans represent only 1%

made. This is because while O
d 30% and 20% of the t

otal respondents in the same order, the

of the total population an

friends they had was

numerically closer 10 the average number of

average number of close

close friends for Muslims.
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7:Close Friends by Religion in the Study Area, 2
rca, 2015

Fighr®
Mean = -

7.04

A

o |

Orthodox Christian Protestant

O
N W2
B W
[= NG Y

T . (0 o
(T |

‘//Muslim
ile religious similarit
efinitively tell whether it is the only or most important fact

y cannot be ru .
led out as an important factor to have close friends,
or. This 1s, for

wh

oneé cannot d

int thi .
the point at an elderly woman addr essed in explaining the factors that mattered in

instances

making friends:
t my friends to be people with whom I can carry out most of my social activities.

nly on the issues of who I need to confide to at times of

I op

My preference depends not o

people 1 can go with to church, market places, social

difficulty. They are

¢ weddings and mourning (KI-9,2015).

commitments lik
s of his

Similarly, 8 young informant disclosed that the types of friends he makes are outcome

life style as @ student:
s. 1 do not really care

most of them are my classmate

I make my friends at school and
¢ my friends because

along. The friends 1 have ar

about religion as long as we can get
s we talk about ar¢ results of our school life (KI-

most of the things we do and the 1ssu€

11, 2015).
d the types of friends

0 identified as another factor that determine
stated that “women

Gender preference was als
group discussion

that people preferred to have. A participant in a focus
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nd it convenient to make fri i
i . friends with women as
s men are more di
e disposed to make

oft€

giends ¥
oral evaluations of issues that people shared wi
with friends were largely defined by their

ith ” (FGD 4-2, 2015). Bu igion
men 3 2 t .
religion was also identified as another factor for th
S e

- tlooks (FGD 4-2, 2015. Thi 1
). This claim was rein orced by the account f a Musli
fi of a Mushim

re]jglo

“,ho Conside g1 ]
]e(l rehglon as )ust one factor albeit a st
ronger one.

infor
do have a lot of acquai i
y.do quaintances from different walks of life. I do also h L
] so have very clos€

ties with my neighbors. But w :
when it comes to sharing details of personal matters, 1

USIImS to ()thers l Ilat 1 b \](:,hes
- 1S beca m f 1 (8)
use as Ost 0 ]“y S OIiQS have 1611%10113 t

prefer M
015).

[ would believe that my Muslim friends would understand me easily (K1-43 2

the inform i i nts, W
The factors that formants raised, despite the fact that they are of various contents, Were
-ve defining chara isti 1o

i g cteristics of any one religion. Yet the data for close friendships

not exclus

he higher tendency of people from the Christian religious group than followers of

imply ¢
encircle themselves with as much people as possible. In fact, for an individual to

[slam tO
¢ ease with, can talk about private matters

close friends that he or she can feel a

have seven
any of the religious groups. Also, the

help cannot be underestimated for

with or call on
mphasized at least because, as

o in making friends cannot be undere

jmportance of religio
might not necessarily

focus group discussants succinctly put it, “while religious difference
n make individuals intimate” (FGD 3-2, 2015).

part, religious similarity ca
er for

keep individuals 2
eligion in making much friends happens to be strong

But the centripetal effect of ©
s of conflict framed

Christians. For these group of people consider themselves as past target
er to get closer to people within their religious category.

along religious lines, they find 1t gasl
1 would love to g0

This essence was captured by an informant who claimed that “as much as
on from the fears of the past, 1 eventually have to come 0 terms with my heart and find the
best of comfort with people of similar religion” (K1-30, 20153).
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Linking Social Capi
apital and Religious Conflicts in J
s in Jimma

4.4'

no better way of starting the i - :
4 g the identification of the destructi
ctive impacts of the relig
gious

Thcrc 18
jct on socia
y area. For trust is one of the most i

important foundations of social capit

1 capital in the :
Conﬂ study area than analyzing the deg f
ree of trust between dwellers
al, its

of the stud

nt helps understand not

e P only the elements of social capital that the conflict iy q
nflict change

asscssm
so the particu
community towards

ds trust was assessed based on their thoughts about

lar nature of the ct :
hanges. In this regard, the perception of the individual

put &l
whether

nbers of the

mel
o trusted or whether they should be careful in dealing with others

peopl® could b

d in Table 6, the chi- .
i-square test of independence for the item revealed that there 18

As indicate
(Muslim or Christian) and trust

at relationship between religion of respondents

a significd
,y=10.03, p =.002). We would

rs (people can be trusted or cannot be trusted) (¢ o

lude that there was 2 relationship

toWﬂf ds Othe

dds as statistically significant and conc

accept these ©
d towards others showing that a

1 of respondents and the trust they ha

otween the religio

b
1%) were of the opinion that most people could

greater proportion of Muslim respondents (52.
while a greater proportion of Christians (59.1%) were of the opinion that most

be trusted

people wWere not trust worthy.
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cations the

The possible explanations for this difference can be sought in the different impli

for the different religious groups. The Muslims seemed to trust other people

conflict had

better than the Christians did which is still another reflection of the conflict that left the

Christians in a stronger state of fear than Muslims. In fact, the severity of the conflict was

reflected in its potency tO break the relations of close family members with different
religions. A protestant informant from Asendabo area, for instance, claimed that:

I was the only one from my family with different religion when the violence in
Asendabo area broke out. As a Protestant Christian, 1 had no problem living with my

Muslim family members before the conflict. However, our relations started souring

106




once some members of tl
he Musli
m .
Community began prop i
agating against Protestant

Christians. The accusation
s .
Portlayf:d protestantisl_n as th
taking over the religion of o e enemy of Islam that was

ur fathcrs e
and forefath :
T ers, 1.e., Islam. A
my giblings and parents were > . As a consequence,
the first t
0 turn again
st me when the vi

olence finally

crupted. 1 got bitten severely (KI-47, 2015)

o, Oneé of the results of the post- . _
post-conflict public deliberations about the causes was the

Als
.« on the need to 1 i i
emphasis identify people’s background before puttin
g one’s trust in somebody.

. g mainl related to th .

This 3¢ Y e fact that it was people with obscure identity that were eventually

: fied as the ones res i

ldentlﬁ ponsible for the pre-conflict degradation of the Muslim-Christian
i Ki-6, 2015). T

relations ( ). These were as well the kind of people pointed out as culprits that

instigated the Muslims to attack the Christians through inflammatory speeches. Focus group

call that there z s
were Muslim religious leaders that instigated the conflict but

discussants re
their

whose particular origin was not known (FGD 2-1, 2015). They preached and urged
ttack Christians by deeming such acts as acceptable religious deeds (K1-12,

followers to 2
ians before

2015). Looking retrospectively at the growing gap between Muslims and Christ
the violence, an informant claimed that he was appalled at how those religious leaders
persuaded Muslims not to greet their Christian acquaintances (K1-26, 2015).
efore someone’s background becomes clear in the

e the fact that withholding trust b

Despit
th for Muslims and Christians, the same

eyes of the local community members works bo
tian community. This emanated from the fact that strangers

factor backfires against the Chris

ects whose background histo

ry needs to be known before they could earn

were the first subj
critical of strangers was a factor

the community’s trust. Nonetheless, the public’s need to be
Christians for they Were considered as strangers

that easily translated into suspecting

themselves at least from a religious point of View.
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discussant i
fo cus group nts claimed that the attack against the
: Christians during the violence
. otified 0Ny among other 2 vio
w8 just! g s, the thought that Christianity is a
a non-native religion (FGD 4-

j, 201%)
i 1igators incessantly publicized the depiction of Chri
of Christians as followers of non-native

a conundmm that
some suspect to linger around to date (KI1-26
-26, 2015). Thus, the

L8 by implication characterizin
jon, mng them as non-natives who the
hg {9) ) ﬁho“ld bc ‘shmimd 10

the issue of trust as & .
In the end, a reminiscent of the confli
ict happens to be a two-way
st ument that counts against Christians forcing them to be more cful in deal h
car in ing wit
others than Muslims. While Muslims who would go for being careful in dealing with others
not to be

t-conflict realization that people of especially distant origin were

due t0 the pos
4 considered strangers

casily trusted, the Christians endured the additional burden of bein

5. Yet the roles played by non-native religious leaders during the conflict still

themselve

ntled members of the Musl -39, 2015). It is for this reason that

disgrt im community (KI
considcrable size of Musli

ms as shown in the data opted for being careful in dealing with

t that a significant majority of them, compared to members of the

people despite the fac

Christian community, would trust others rather easily.

pendence discussed above conclusively

of the chi-square test of inde

Generally, the result
trust to others. A nominal comp

arison of

n mattered in conferring

showed that one’s religio
area is overall less than satisfactory

hat the level of trust in the

the respondents also shows t
hers were slightly higher than those

for those who would like to be careful in dealing with ot

on others. The latter of

the assessment of the community members’ perc

the points is supported by {he data acquired from

who would go easy
ce to which differences

eption of the degr
characterized their area.
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a ‘very small extent’

. cant is presen
sented below in F
W 1
ve m 1gure 8. Overall, the distribution

nd T
of the feset
ts (26%) opted for ‘great extent’ and th
nd the lowest sj
size of the res
pondents (16%)

ndent choices across th
e fi
ve scales were roughly e
ven where the hi
ighest of the

ponden

res
cvery small extent’ to descri n T
e cribe the extent of differe
| | ce. The differ
ndents mentione include i ] m .
. d d differences in terms of wealth, i
, Income, social statu 1
d : s, ethnic

lingy istic packground, religious and political beliefs

of specific reli io
o te S P gious respondents, there were apparent iati
variations in the extent 1o

: differenc : .
which those es characterized their communities. The high
: ghest number of Muslim
s, who were about 26% ¢
o, chose ‘small extent’ to describe the existing differences in

rgspondent

hile equal per
qual percentage of the same respondents could not decide to describe

the study ared W

he scale of differences. On the other hand, the highest number of respondents from both
om bo

protestant and Orthodox Christians, who accounted for 44% and 34% of the respondent

s

thought differences characterized their area to a ‘great

within each group respectively,

extent” In the aftermath of the conflict.
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_existence of Difference :
g: Existence of Difference after the Conflict in the §
: ¢ Study Area, 2015"

g C
Figt I
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20% 1
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Very great  Great eXtent‘ Nei : .

either Small .
extent gheat nor extent Very small .
small extent extent \\
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ssessment of ;
heless, @ of the respondents’ perceptions regarding the extent to which those

Nevert
rences ensue problems resulted in similar responses as the overwhelming majority of the

diffe
respondents Were convinced that the differences did not translate to major problems as shown

under figure 9.

s that ensue Problems in the Study Area, 2015

Figure 9 Difference
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R

es portrayed that the majority of the respondents from

Regardless of religion, the above figur
the study area (79.6%) believed the differences did not ensue problems. Nonetheless, a higher
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ion of Orthodox (26.5%)
0 and Protestant Christians (28.9%)
.9%) expressed that the

prOP
s ensued problems as compared t
0o Musli
IMms. A summary of the respondents’

gifferen©e
poughts (ABUTE 10) regarding the specific cau
ses of the problems revealed some interesting

while the respondents wer
resun . e asked to mention factors they though
ought were causes of the

s after the violence, their fra
m me of reference however largely ned the rel
remained the religious

Prob[e
. such, the large jori .
onflict: As ge majority of the respondents were convinced that th
vinced that the problems

esults of ‘differences in religi .
ere the T s in religious beliefs” and ‘differences in ethni linguisti
s in ethnic or linguistic

W
backgm““d”

total 20.4% of the respond :
of the pondents who believed the differences ensued problems, close to

i to differe i igi :
63.8% pointed nees in religious belicfs as causes of problems in the study area while
o stood next wi i : .

with their choice of differences in ethnic or linguistic

e respondents wh

th
ground as causes of problems constituted for 27.9% of those respondents. The rest of the

pack
s that the respondents picked as causes of problems had two characteristics. Firstly,

factor.
| status and duration of

s in terms of education, wealth/material possessions, socia
bl

difference
residence Were considered as marginal causes of problems for most of the respondents.
er than

considered as causes of problems for individuals rath

ondly, those factors were

Sec
communal groups in cases where they led to problems. The factor that was considered to
g disputes whose

ms from this category of factors was landholdin

bring about frequent proble
d adjacent plots of land (K1-27, 2015).

sphere only extended to two families at best that share
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Figufc 10; Differences that Most Often Cause p
o ause Proble ] :
e o lems in the Study Area, 2015

9
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The perception of the community members in the study area that singled out religious
difference as the most susceptible difference to ensue problems was largely derived from the
reading of the post-conflict impact of religion on daily social and cultural routines. 1t was
predicated on the belief that religion began marking a clearer boundary to the domains of the

sctivities that people of different religion carry out together after the conflict rather than

pefore. As a showcase of this point, focus group discussants mentioned two activities that

used to be inter-religious affairs: jarsummaa and debo. The first refers to a traditional conflict

esolution mechanism that is used to resolve disagreements that arise between at least two

parties of individuals (KI-1, 2015). Those who listen to the cases of the parties in conflict,

locally known as Jarsolii- translated as the elderly, are highly respected people within the

community for their wisdom, achievements and ages (KI-1, 201 5).

Informants stated that the religious identity of the elderly that preside over cases never

mattered (FGD 2-1, 2015). However, according t0 informants, the conflict affected this
ar way: after the conflict the

traditional mechanism of conflict resolution m one particul

mumber of disputants with different religions that brought their cases
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. ( , 5 I S was bec us
€ afte; the iOlCTlC P
ple feared i
spute!

1 cases, as 1

mos.ltp:‘;rson::l > as long as the dij

58 e disputants were from th

) reted as religious o o i .

' - — rors, A, i erent religions, could

- such, dispute i
> s of this nature wer

e

: in some cases; in oth
od in 50 er case
. s where the stakes were t
00 costly to b
e left unresolved

gisput ts went to courts (KI-1 m m
N ) 8, 2015). Nonetheless, it remain:
. an > s the firm beli
¢ this conundrum had long bee i Wdlef o
N n buried not least because the h .
. N mechanism i

s in terms of cost, acce i e s o
p ssibility and credibility (FGD 2-1. 2
- , 2015). Also, debo- a social

ing and harvesting- was belie

ved to have lost its inter-religious character i d
cter immediately

on where farmers in close viciniti
vicinities help each other out particularl
icularly at times of

plo
r the conflict (KI-18, 2015). i
afte )- Yet the Inter-religious character of this instituti 1
itution was also

- stored not long after the end of the violence (KI-18, 201 5)

two traditional practices i
he p mentioned above are uniquely inter-religious practices the

* g

ch
i ants, the lasting i ;
to informants, g impact of the conflict was rather on activities that have religious

Jimensions (FGD 3-1, 2015). The informants stated that there had been a long tradition
petween Muslims and Christians of conducting religious activities and celebrating holidays
together (FGD 3-

observing the fasting period of R

1, 2015). For instance, there was a tradition, among some Christians, of
amadan- which is only the religious duty of Muslims (KI1-

39, 2015). Also, young boys of both religions used to sing hoyahoye songs from door to door-

which is actually a Christian religious holiday (KI-39, 2015).
ms and Christians, particularly among neighbors, on the

Holiday invitations between Musli
practice (KI-18, 2015). These were

occasion of religious holidays used to be a very common
e study area whose levels had been eroded after

ities that have been restored 0

all characteristics of traditional practices in th

the violence (FGD 4-1, 2015). Unlike the previous activ
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. part this observation of the lo :
jtis i P ng lasting damages to inter-rel;
. .. -religious i
) i practices that dro
cople to identify religion as the most susceptible issue to Tove
ensue problems

the destructive im .
Generallys pacts of the conflict on social capital in th
) in the study area had be

. in the different sc e
witnessed hemes of the communities daily lives. v

ves. Various social and

" aspects of the co iti
tradmonal P mmunities had been on the receiving end of th
of the calamities. In

{sparaging con
fact, the disparaging sequences of the conflict disrupted close familial ties. It is al
1al ties. 1t 1s also

giscernable that the level of success in restoring damaged social capital features differs when

one MOVES across different aspects of those activities. A critical inspection of the aspects of
social capital damaged due to the conflict cum the different rates of success in restoring them
point 0 the fact that much of the damage was sustained by inter-religious practices. Aspects
of social capital whose conduct provided platforms for the joint efforts of Muslims and

Christians have rather proved difficult to restore.

4.4.2. Aspects of Social Capital that Survived the Conflict

discussions revealed a range of social capital aspects that endured changes to

The foregoing
t The assessment of the impacts of the conflict on social capital

their nature due to the conflic
at were able to escape the clutches of the

ht to light some aspects of social capital th

also broug
ment showed issues like personal safety, property security and

conflict. Particularly, the assess
of the

neighborhood peace were found to be aspects that were free of the lingering impacts

conflict.
be uninfluenced after the conflict was personal

One of the issues whose nature was found to
al safety showed that it was not

safety. As indicated in Table 7, chi-square test for person
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ligion. There is no signj
ent on Telis significant relation between the type of rel
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gnificant relation between the type of religi
Ol religion one
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5 ) s P =.602), Besides, the Cross tabulation results sh
ow

ondents’ size increase C
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e ‘very unsafe’
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| Count = Total \
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rhe B! that

was?

[

safet

Alon*

personal safety i

1s one of the f
actor
s that escaped the influence of the conflict

rroborated by an assessme
Jl 0 ¥ nt of a related factor. As th |
50 € ¢ result of the chi-square test

ndep endence below shows, there was no signifi
fin gnificant relationship between religion and

gat home (¢ @ =4.97, p=-290). (See Table 8 below)

o: Test of Independence for Extent of Feeli
Tle ¢ at ¢ Home in the Study Arvea, 2015 eling Safe from Crime and Violence When

\Mushm \ Christian \Tota\ J

ey
safe Count
Very T o { sl ZO2IN A5
% within Religi | 2444| 2146 4590)
cligion of respondents | 603% |  54.0% | ST4%
e Std. Residual \ 5 5
Moderately safe Count \ o '_%0 s
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S
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clesss the absence of signific .
oneth g ant relationship betw
cen religi()n
and one’s safety when

3 the street alone at ni :
gomg down night time on the one hand and
an
s safety when alone at home does not categori , on the other hand, religion and
0 orically rule
out t
y in the study area. This is supported by th e sbsence of threat to one’s
Yy the qualitati
qualitative data from the study area. For

securit
cus group discussants asse
Tt
ed that the level of safety one feel
eels particularly when

ms[aﬂce’ o
alone was @ gender-sensitive issue as fi
emale participants hinted at more fear of

peing
” crability than their male counterparts (FGD 1-2
-2, 2015). This perception is predicated on

yul
tion that mal g
¢ assumptt es are better disposed to protect themselves (FG
ves D 1-2, 2015). Their

th

ar seem to ascend parti
particularly when they had to take care of cattle after dark

wth]’l co
pbery (KI-40, 2015). -

from TO ry ( ). Also, walking down the street alone after it gets dark was

dentified as Very risky owing to possible sexual assaults (K1-30, 2015)

ender dimension
the g of fear was a common denominator to all religious groups the

While

ife wa '
of 1 s also cited as a source of fear. This is because, according 10 the

urban way
f thefts on the

urban dwellers were assumed to expose themselves to attempts O

informants,
uring night time (KI-26, 2015; K1-44, 2015). In the end, those factors

streets particularly d
o be

as sources of threat to personal safety, and their occurrences as well, were taken t

cited
characteristically common to the community members as the exposures to the factors did not
his is supported by the results of the assessment of actual

target any religious group. T
e not

ent crimes and burglary/vandalism the occurrences of which wer

experiences of viol

dependent on religion.
onship between religion and experiences of

here is no significant relati

As shown in Table 9, t
and religion and house

violent crimes (Xay =219, P —138) on the one hand

burglary/vandalism (%) =43, P =509)
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ig. (2- (2-sided)
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o \
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0: Test of Tndependence

for Vulnerability to Burg

lary/Vandalism in the Study Area,

Table |
2015
[ Muslim | Christian [ Total |
Yes | Count e 4\ 2 6
Expected Count 32 2.8 m
%, within Religion of
In the past 12 months, respondents
have your house been -
: ; 1
burglanzed/vandalized — Std. Residu ﬂ‘_
No | Count ﬂm
Expected Count wmmm
v, within Religion of 99%
respondents
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c‘;\““_"‘“‘ Count B
! o within Religion of 426 374 \ 200
respondents \ 100% \ \00% 100%

Chi-Square Tests
Value | df | A km,‘
wn:.?desdl% (- | Exact Sig, | Exact Sig. (\1‘AX
43T (2-sided) sided) j
Correction” ‘ (;6 l i \ J
ContinuitY e 802 |
ihood Ratio 448 1 \ ‘J
503 \ \ J
e ‘ \ .509\\ L ol
S —

f the relation between religl
0 een religion on the one hand and experiences of violent crimes

The e nature
vandalism
urglary Of on the other hand was one of the areas where markedly contrasting

and D
and the

were observed during and after the conflict. The times of the violence

chang€s
s based on

preceding the violence were characterized by violent attack

e amicable relations between Muslims and Christians were brought down,

religion. Once th
GD 4-1, 2015). Christians were

attacks on Christians and their properties were intensified (F
victims of verbal abuses during those difficult times (KI-34, 2015). They were also victims of
stone throwing (K1-31, 2015). The private holdings of the Christians were targets of violent
destructions s well. The most vivid manifestation of those was the burning down of
Christian houses and property thefts during the conflict (KI-31, 2015). Even the periods

d by destruction of field crops and stabbing of

preceding the large-scale violence were marke

aitle that belonged to the Christians (KI-31, 2015).

jolent crimes and burglary Of vandalism

Nevertheless, the post-conflict level of exposure 10 V1
represented a completely different reality. The cTOsS tabulation and chi-square tests (Tables 9
and 10) showed not only that such exposures were minimal but also, and more important\y,
ioion related. Overall, the absence of significance

that there sporadic occurrences Were not relig
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etime affair that

(ween religion, and person
a be al safety and property seeurit
rity was a confirmation that

subsided with the

he VlOlellc
e. I h]s rme by Ssessment t
comm Y

ption of their villages as peaceful or violent. Ag shown in Tabl
able 11 below, there was no
tion between reli
cant rela gion and the characterization of villa
ges as peaceful or violent

—.148). Moreover,
=6.78, P~ an overwhelming majority of the respondents from both

on seemed to h
upS of religi ave no doubt about the pacific nature of th
eir vicinities.
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ing discussions have
Vi c clea hat the 1
mpact of ¢
mad it Tt he conflict
pec

The
1] have been eno 8 i m n
Gial " rmous. Par‘tlcuiarly, the i oge
| pPacts on Iviti
activities that bri g together

th religions have bee
s Of bo €en sever
er cte. Nonetheless there r
> emained a social i ituti
ocial institution

ernb
portance never waned over time ie., edi
L ir despite
pite the crunching impacts of the

“’hose im

ial capital and social grou ;
et on 50¢! P social groups. Pitted against a1l fo
rms of groupi i }
pmgs avallab\e m

nfl

0
\ ca, edir stood out as the most valuabl 1
. € social institulion to the local 1
al people. As

th
under figure 11, 65% of the respondents procl
proclaimed edir i
as their most important

show!
pstitution:
. informants, the vitali ihati
Accol’dmg to vitality of the institution lies in the pu
o rposes it serves. On the
) ay of an individual i
passlﬂg away ,» the family members are relieved of th 1 f
e complexes ©
. the funeral processes and providi
Jrranging providing accommodatio
ns to those who attend the

. near and far (FG - .
ving from (FGD 2-2, 2015; FGD 3-2, 2015). Those tasks would be assumed

gric
members of edir who are usually people from close vicinities (KI-35, 2015). lts

by
rtance Was also magnified due to the understanding that remaining outside this

1mpo
jon is socially and financially unbearable (KI-35, 2015). Nevertheless, the importance

institut
of edir g0€S well beyond the times of funerals and grieving.
For the institution brings people in proximate areas together, it is highly inclusive of
with different characteristics (KI-27, 2015). Membership to any edir is almost

members
ere people of different ethnicity and

unconditional making the institution a platform wh
religion and divergent economic and social status blend in (K1-27, 2015). As such, the vitality

| institution lies not only in the socially
gious, ethnic and socio-cultural diversity of the

unavoidable purposes it serves. It is

of edir as a socia

bolic institution that reflects the reli
ulture of tolerance (FGD 3-1, 2
ever waned OVer the duration

a sym
015). Those are the

people in the study area cum 2 ¢
imperatives that made edir the only institution whose vitality n

of the conflict.
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dges and suspicions that prevailed .
jte the grudg ed among the members during the conflict, the
ion S
gtion
. otith
ins

i i n oc 3

grvived in a ean of turmoil where other forms of informal associations
. The instituti A

mblcd (K1-36, 2015) itution was able to assert its vitality over time while other

c

ial oups with diverse memberships struggled to reinstate their buoyance (IK1-36, 2015).
50t

[1: Groups in Order of Importance in the Study Area. 2015
Figul® e -
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|
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4.4.3. Emergent Forms of Post-Conflict Social Capital
h retical and empirical accounts about the impac
Theo

t of conflict on social capital indicate the
h of new forms of social capital in post-conflict s
pirth O

ocieties. Newly born forms of social

1d on the old ruins, either assume the roles that destructed forms of social

capital, which bui

d to play or bring in new roles for themselves along the way. Likewise, the
capital use

. I y tEd fOl‘.

isti i ed vigor.
facilitating the execution of pre-existing roles with renew g

' largely an outcome Of the efforts of local administratv

i ized the need
- violence, realize
dministration which took it upon itself the prevennon of further
administration,
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L iR

work with the communi
3 dlosely 1ty members, At first, the realizatio
B it PRorts s s N was framed under the
coﬂﬂlc Promotion of gggia| interacti i
(KI—24 P On assumed different pattern
ater OO egan drawing members of both religious co iti
mmunities
i frame of development thr
with1 the ough communal participation. This resulted in a situation
where indiv1duals had to organize themselves into groups of handful memb (K1-24, 2015)
ers (KI-24, L
t prominent
One of the mMOS P roles of those groups became participation in local developmental

sctivities of various kinds. The groups also became platforms where the members could

discuss 1Ssues of local concern including security (KI-27, 2015)

An assessment of the level of the community members” participation in such platforms was
conducted using willingness to contribute time and money to communal projects. The
contributions of the community members to such projects were found to be considerably high
for both religious groups. The chi-square result in Table 12 and Table 13 respectively
showed that there was no statistically significant relationship between religion and
time (y’qy =2.07, p =.150) and money (Cay =452, p =.501) to

willingness to contribute

community projects. That is, both Muslim and Christian religions equally showed willingness

to contribute time and money to the community project.
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¢ Mone )
ney to Community Projects

- Will | Count ~ .
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Furthermor s

communal p

provided by political development at the national level. The beginnin

coincided with the adoption of the developmental state model as the gu

Ethiopian government. The coincidence provided the local administratio

prerogative of engaging the community members in various

nationwide publicity of the slogan ‘poverty is our enemy’ was an asset for

needed to legitimize their claim that ‘the conflict has b

the local populace should refocus on the enemy of all, 1.6, PO
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articipation in developmental activities were also accompanied by an op

een the work of few actor

e. the efforts of the local administration to promote social interaction through

portunity

ing of those efforts
iding ideology of the
n with the political
developmental activities. The

the officials who

¢’ and that

verty (K1-24, 2015).



n ‘] 18 he
0 clalmed, th
no 1€S
( ) S lnSt!'\lmenl
ﬂﬂ 1mn l()l mant al (8] uldlcated th t ar llClpallQﬂ mn k

fficials stressed the poin
In fact: © point that local administration reached
out to as much families as

posslbl ¢ this was more apparent during the conflict (KI-12. 2015
. =12, ; KI-31, 2015). In what
ftening up of the i ini , | a
scems 8 SO g up public opinion, an official maintained keeping cl
ing closer contact with

the local population was a reflection of good govern
ance practice and a means of detecti
- o ecting
forces Of instability’ at local level (KI-12, 2015)

The issue Of detecting ‘forces of instability’ is now officially considered as an area where th
ea where the

ocal administration at the time of the conflict failed to achieve (KI-27, 2015). For those wh
) . s€ who

were responsible for the conflict were unrepresentative of the wider public, according to the

int of the administration, close cooperation between the local administration and the

viewpo
communities would have helped identify the instigators thereby possibly averting large-scale

violence (KI-27, 2015). As such, the lo

lizers; the achievement of which dep

cal administration is now devoted to this mechanism
ends both on community to

of identifying destabi

community and community to local adm
d to curb the gaps between

inistration engagement (K1-27, 2015). The line of

Muslims and Christians created

communication was also assume
(KI-19, 2015).

during the conflict by bringing the members closer
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g to the emergence of a new form of
M ol social :
capital accen
tuated by a Muslim-

is ]gadll'l
i intcract'n w
n soaal ion where the local admini ; i
]: ays a cent a]
ral role.

christ®
4.5. Th igi
e Religious Forum for Peace

4.5.1. The Beginning

violence that erupte i mm
after the pted in Gomma and Didhessa weredas in 2006, vari
, various attempts

ad been made t© contain the violence and enable people get back to normal life. The first of
he attempts Was the deployment of security forces to halt the violence pz.miculaﬂy in
Bcshasha town. Once the security forces were deployed, the individuals who were considered
culprits in the instigation of the violence were apprehended along with those individuals who
ects of killings and property destruction (KI-15, 2015).

were susp
hings was so strong that security forces and administrative

ency of trying to restore t

The urg
minent

e taking risky measures. Kesis Tagay, who was later to become a pro

officials wer
ace, recalled the turmoil such a process

n of the Religious Forum for Pe

figure in the foundatio
would have brought just few days after the death of the members of the Christian community
eshasha. He remembered that on the day the

in Abune Gebremenfes Kidus church of B
m Jimma hospital after autopsy tests, many in Agaro town

bodies of the victims returned fro
mself, he noticed that

went out to the streets 10 receive COrpses. Standing In the crowd hi
¢ among Christians was flaming.

controllably high and that the sense of rag

mob, not unexpected ally blaming Muslims

emotions were un
ly, began categoric

He witnessed that the Christian
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3 Nev rtheless, llc Stated Mu%l. h h wd
€ s Slhims wer t
et i T T
ties n lay ge nuamber i
ere n € Cro .

Suddenly’
3 feeliﬂg the animosity. It was at this stg
ge that he decided to do
something about it. |
.In

he observed that some of
them st
arted TeMoving their hij
ijabs and hat
s once they

peg?
pis © n rords:
God forbid, nothing would stop a bloodshed
on the spot that day, in case the slightest

. gers ge S in the ay. 1 h € 1
way cannot let that appen
i t | | as a religi
| glous leader of the
nit qulckly bcgan moving to the outskirt
ommu Yy utski of the
I Aga:o tow

efore the vehicle carryin
b ying the corpses entered the inner t
parts of the town. When th
. ey

. crived, I had to wave my han
ds and stop them. T begged them to ch hei
void the waiting crowd. id i S
. I slid into the tire of the vehicle and Ii
nd lie on the ground to

make them change their mind. I i
. Luckily, they gave in to my pleading and changed their
1

way. Thank God, nothing happened on that day

Moreovers the animosity between Christians and Muslims that prevailed in the area was a
glariﬂg fact that made the need to devise a sustainable resolution quite an apparent one The
need for someone to step in and assume the responsibility of spearheading the way forward
was dire. It Was at this time that Kesis Tagay and Sheikh Abdulhamid decided to use their
Jongtime friendship to help bring harmony in the arca. According to their account, they
agreed on the need to promote the interaction between members of the Muslim and Christian
communities. They Were convinced that inter-religious interaction was the key to break the
animosity and overcome the deep hatred the community members reflected on each other.
utine and normal but proved to be a

The first thing they did could simply be considered as a 10

ossibility of peacefu

| Muslim-Christian interaction. According to

critical gesture of the p

Kesis Tagay,
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we decided to ride on the back of -
Sheikh Abdulhamid®
S motorbike t
ogether. We went

the quarters of A
arOund garo town
every day making
sure that as
s much people as

OSsible watched us. At i
At first, the reaction we observed from the public was perplex
. d ed fro i
i astomshmcnt. People i S‘ | |
e were asking how we could do this afte al S .
thi T al
| the members of

the Gom_munities went through.

- ormants underline that it 5 di n
- was difficult for them to
convince a | ;
ot of people in the

pot
.- They recalled that there
were people who accused the
m of hurting the i
purity of

peg ;pnin&

ir religio
¢ went t0 the extent of threatening him with his 1
is life.

n by aligning with thei imat
ir ultimate enemies. In fact, Sheikh Ab
> dulhamid exclaimed

the

that SO
f that s boli ivi .
The result © ymbolic activity was in the end encouraging f
ing for the starters of “th
yious Forum fo ©
moting the Muslim-Christian i
m-Christian interaction has to be taken to the next 1

r Peace” despite th
e challenges they endured. Then after, the realization of
evel.

xercise in pro
At this stage, Sheikh Abdulhamid and Kesis Tagay did not intend to go forth on their own.
They convinced and brought in other religious leaders and elders in their attempt to organize
a reconciliation event where people of all religion gather and forgive each other.
One of the underlining features of the reconciliation event was that it took place according to
raditional practices that had historically been typical of Jimma area. With religious leaders,
elders and political figures at the front, the residents of Gomma Woreda turned out in huge
qumbers to an open field (KI-33, 2015). All of the attendants stood barefoot at the event as a
gesture of sincere willingness to leave behind what happened in the past and move on to the

s and elders communicated the need

ime, religious leader

future (KI-33, 2015). At the same t
chaxacter'\stics of

st as attributes W

hich had long been the

© restore harmony and tru

communities in the study arca (KI-29, 201 5):
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in
2 015)- Jtisa traditional practice that peopl,
s € use to shar
e their feel "
ngs in times of sadnes
s

llil‘leSS (] ’ )- !
: .
(<) Coff

d haP

erl‘lol y
(E |-27, O 5). M S i S and (: iS it
! I g hered at the cvent sat
u lnll ll[ tiar S gat a]](l (lla.!lk coffe

an
just an indispensable symb
y ol o :
f the reconciliation event but
ut a central aspect of

cer

the proces®
K1-27, 2015). The me
rogethe” ( ssage was that it was possible, and d
‘ - . , and desirable, t
: Jationships between M 2 o
i e 1€ uslims and Christians that had been the h
en the historic hallmarks of

cligious tolerance in the area.

cesses d i .
ove call, the processes escribed above that aimed at resolving the confli
onflict and restore order
were largely initiated at indivi
and parmony at individual levels. A
. A process began by individuals was
o mobilize the i
et population to a large extent for two reasons. Firstly, the fact that

fnally abl
was a religious one i itself provided the individuals, who were religious leaders

the conflict

(hemselves; with the prerogative to accentuate and justify their initiatives religiously. Their
established image as religious leaders of the communities helped them legitimize their
sctivities in the eyes of the public. Their positions helped them progressively smoothen up
tance they faced. Secondly, their luck in assuming the leading role in the

whatever resis
aw in prominent figures in the process.

oupled with their ability to dr

resolution attempts was €
ationship to establish

Forum for Peace” used their rel

unders of “the Religious

In short, the fo
tion. This

nal assets of rules, procedures and precedents for ac

it which provided the institutio
al (1998) and Coleman

s Nahapiet and Ghosh

is actually the use of what scholars such a
1. Coleman (1990) underlines that

(1990) refer to as “the structural dimension of social capita

bility to empower

individuals to identify and use potential

the merit of this dimension 1S its a
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E,’r\llccs y:
]] Tro th(.l' fi l() s nat 1
the p Yy
Ppose the O
t

i llg’
ols® of people from all walks of life. In fact,
it was the |
ong-time friendship between

,“d a]’ld K i aga
l W' ]Ch they estabhghed due h
esis y to the S\mlla“ly of
] r respe(: 1 unlt]e y ab d r‘
t ve C ed the
omm S tllat ultnnatel €n 1 h m to come up

. 5 §D]Ving the COﬂﬂlC[. i Wor [+
he ide base of thC social
‘ | S network th .
| l W T ) Y estabhshed and
| ] :j’ attamned 1n 1Ir communities enabled hem t b
d their O r'mg the pu 1
e h t blic l()gdhﬁ!

Cl a purposeﬁ.ll use Of cert
al
n behav]ora] Characterlstlcs Of comim
u““.les SuCh as

he support of the 1 ini
ocal administration toward the resoluti
olution effort (FGD 1-1

015) In fa
t, obligations, €x
trus g pectation, identification and friendship is bel
elieved to enhance the

respc cts
acce tance
p a P CStlgE of actors in the network (Granovett 1 2
nd pr T er, 992). Such were

Sociabiliw’

tors that created the smooth background
for the formatio
n of the Religious Forum for

the fac

in 2011. The establishment of the forum was grounded in the realization that ensurin
g

the sustainability of the confli
ydthat the forum would B¢ - strumental in this regard (KI-27, 2015; KI-18, 2015)

5.2. The Activities and Achievements of the Forum

¢ the founders saw the initial successes of the forum, their hope to see it grow into a more
e forum could be an

Onc
ere was also the realization that th

organized entity was immense. Th
d creates strong relationships with different

in as long as it maintains an

entity worth invest ing 1
at could have determined the

aim that one such factor th

actors (KI-1, 2015). The founders cl
uld maintain with the local and regional

ture of relations it WO

ot only that the bles

fate of the forum was the na
istration

1, 2015; KI-3, 2015). N
he operations of the forum but also th

sings of the admin

administration (KI-
at the purposes it

were needed for the continuation of t
d have

olitically acknowled ords, there shoul

ged. In other W

intended to achieve should be p
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t hat the SO
Cognl ion t IUtlol'lS f()t t,hc ﬁlnda
uses f
[al Caus th
) e chﬂ-

pec? i .
and religious. Fortunately, claimed an :
an informant

[.‘the belie Ofth ini i i
(=] a(llll“llstl atlon n the fOI‘um inf()
f ) Ymants i
pOlnted to th& d isi
€C1sion

ps?
’ Oromja pegio nal administration office to
. announce the celebrat;
10n of ‘coffee day’
ay at a

nd level ( ’ ;
| l 2,201 5) Once the social and 1
e
offee

r3g h
‘ g ][l.Ilg celebra 10n was acclaimed on the (8] no the
ccasio
t f the pubhc reconciliation

(m

Go
The decision also maintained that the one-da
y celebration would be held at the time of

the

nm-ghboring Wore
initiative to make it i i
a region-wide occasion on the ground that it would
ould serve

da administrations (KI-
(KI-12, 2015). Finally, the regional administration of

Oromia took the
ot only 25 conflict resolution mechanism but also as a socio-cultural tool of

- al tool of promoting
communication among members of the communities (KI-12, 2015)

Nowadays, the forum 1s engaging itself with the local justice institutions. It has developed
. veloped a

framework that enables it to work with justice offices, courts and police institutions in th
1ons 1n the
ally one of the cases that showed the ever-broadening scope

area (KI-15, 2015). This is actu
of the functions the Forum performs. Data obtained from the Forum’s office in Agaro showed
that the Forum was actively resolving individual cases of conflicts, both civil and criminal in
boration with the legal establishments. As experiences

the legal sense of the terms in colla
d be

reveal, cases that had already been brought to the knowledge of the legal institutions coul
n as long as both parties i

ases that the Forum de
e dealt with by the formal

the conflict express their

referred back to the Forum for resolutio
alt with were

consent to the process. Nevertheless, much of the ¢
even before they wer

brought to it by the parties in disagreement
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a
s institu
I : o jegal institutions, Pastor Tamrat
at- a co-fi
- 0 1
unding member of the F
orum claimed

the
10 H
n_aditlon has long been part of the evoluti
1on of socio-cultural
norms of the society in

fhﬂt As to h
; 1im, there i
h a Strong norm of re S
© S £ sSpect for ‘I'E,Hg-
t ; 1ous leaders
embers of the cnmmunity whﬂe V
] to any m presidiﬂg
Y b over cases. The

jers WwOT i g
under the umbrella of the forum had been able to provi
kin, P ovide agr

l l ns for bO h SideS Of d i T a
| t 1Isputants in over six hund ed cases out o
| | h f the total seven
ght to them ccotdmg to Pastor Tamrat, the W
(¢ h y cases to which soluti
A P | h lutions

[
ed out range from pett i
o carv petty thefts to disagreements over farml
| | armland d i
inheritance and - dlsputes' emarcations, 1o
m has identi i
el the foru tified areas that it deemed vital to k
work on to address some

._ges pertaining to igi i
iss p g religious violence. In fact, the importance of add

> e of addressing the

Jingering
g aspects of the violence was reiterated not
only by the members
of the Forum but

nderlinin

also by th
ess of the administrative officials and resources from

capitaﬁze on both the political willingn

yarious sources (KI-19, 2015).
ortant area of focus in this regard had been the work on the attitude of the

The single most imp
articularly seemed convinced

y area. Members of the forum p

community members in the stud
h would be beneficial (K1-18, 2015; K1-24, 2019).

e attitudes of the yout
awn from

that working on th
manate from the lessons dr

The rationale for working on the attitude of the youth €
the violence. The youth were identified as the foremost actors during the violence (K1-24,
views was that when the tradition of religious tolerance

2015). In fact, one of the widely held
{he society that casily

the youth wer€ the first sections of

began to crumble decades ago
2-1,2013).

ch ultimately laid

the ground for the violence (FGD

entertained the doctrines whi
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used for the most of the materials that

ared pieces fo . .
P r the trainings with the help of expert

erts (KI-1,2015)

pnl‘pOSC llad bee“ pl OVIded I}y lh{: ‘n'er l-ch i ~ . 1\.‘
: g ous (_zo(lgtt, fE hio 1a c
SS O 1 p ]

were
prum &5 pre

also worked with the .
The forum schools in the study area as a way of
of getting access 10 the

eration wi
i Such coop ith school systems has enabled it to organize th
ize the students in clubs.

s carried out

o

: follow up of school-t
with the close€ eachers and members of
the forum, student:

es that promoted inter-religious tolerance (KI-8, 2015). The students tried ¢
’ . S e o

diﬁerent activitl
ssues in the

¢ such values through plays, essays and poems with contents that addr i
€ss |

ies (KI-8, 2015)-

on different occasions such

promO
communities

At times, the clubs got their messages across the

communit
as local community meetings (K1-2, 2015).

outside schools
ppart from clubs, the forum also promoted scparate girls’ clubs in the communities. The
decision of the forum to organize and promote girls’ clubs in part emanated from the
s than men (KI-1, 2015). The irony,

omen are better pacifist

conventiona] wisdom that W
flict who worked in the

n were identified as the main actors of the con
s and fight

however, is that wome
get out of their home

s and brothers “t0

jvating their husband
girls’ clubs vital in

(K1-1,

background by mot

like men” (KI-1, 2015). As such, the
in the minds of

forum now considers the roles of the

inculcating the essences of peace women and the society In general

2015).
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’ ) ach to other a
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)- For instance, the conflict in Omonad
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Ir initial investments in Gomm
a area thereby forcin
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ford

Jich 1 essitated the selection of specific scopes had been ti
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2015)-
ance of focus and activiti
ies across areas, th
, the members of the forum
taunt the

. anSfOTmation it brought about. Sheikh Abdulhamid, Kesis Tagay and Pastor T t £
amrat are o

due t
ue to the works done by the forum in collaboration with the local

aviction that it was

the €O
rther violence had been averted. According to an official

and regional administrations that fu
area, the awarencss that the forum created about the violence enabled

fom the study
s within their religious

ers of each religion to critically look at nmew development
f any type of

follow
e fact that there was no incidence O

evidence, he pointed to th

Muslims in different parts of the country were campaigning

doctrines. As an

ration at the time when
4 continuousty for

demonst
ent where Muslims aske

“dimtsachin yisema” movement- a movem
irs- for

g in what they deemed as religious affa

for the
ernment from interferin

and Christians in

er parts of Ethio

drawn lessons of
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Jimma area have

the official assumed that the Muslims
pia (K1-12, 2015).
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squeé or church was made. 1
pew ™ o €, 1ts construction would not b
f the articular religi € a task to be |
nembers of the P gion. The forum rather encourages fi eft to the
1 ages foll ..
4rticipate in the building of a religious shri owers of all religions to
p s shrine (KI-5, 2015). A
’ . According t
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infOI’mam’ t an ancient tradition in which Musli '
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. f chur _r . to the
cstablishmemS © ches and Christians likewise did so in th
e construction of Mos
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(18, 2015)
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